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Youth Gathering 2018 – Getting Ready 

A Conversation With God 
 

Community 
Get In Game or Poison Game 
 
Prayer 
Great and loving God, we give you thanks for your presence among. Bind us together as 
your people. Freed to be disciples of Jesus in this world, living in community with one 
another.  Help us appreciate the promise of your Spirit’s presence going with us, that we 
may bring the best of who we are to those we encounter in this wide world. We pray for 
this in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
Community 
Community is a rich part of our lives. Community shapes and forms our identity and our 
story. Our engagement in community means we engage with all those around us, not 
just those who think, act, look and believe as we do. Being in community draws us to 
action for our community and those that come along side our communities.  This is 
called accompaniment, walking together in solidarity that practices interdependence 
and mutuality. The ELCA lives out accompaniment in relationships, striving to share 
God’s love and participate in God’s mission together through: 

1. Mutuality: All of us have gifts to support God’s mission. There is no mission to, 
only mission with and among. 

2. Inclusivity: We seek to build relationships across boundaries that exclude and 
divide. 

3. Vulnerability: Just as Jesus became vulnerable to us, we open ourselves to others. 
4. Empowerment: We seek to identify and correct imbalances of power, which may 

mean recognizing and letting go of our own. 
5. Sustainability: To ensure local ministries last a long time, we seek to embed 

mission in ongoing relationship and communities. 
elca.org/our-work/global-church/global-mission 
 
Prayer 
Silence is prayer. Prayer is faith. Faith is love. Love is service. The fruit of service is peace. 
Amen. 
 
Service 
Charity and service both begin with the aim of caring for someone else. Charity is 
primarily focused on resources and ends with a donation or gift. Service is about 
relationships and systems. As people of faith, we are called to move beyond charity and 
enter into relationships with people who are different from us, to walk alongside them 
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in their mission, and to join them in building a better world. Engaging in service means 
you understand that everyone can benefit and grow from working together to change 
systems. Service centers on the intersection of story and healing. In order to enter into a 
relationship with someone and grow together, you must be open to learning their story 
and to sharing yours. By building relationships, you are exposed to the hurt in your 
stories or someone else’s, and serving together may bring healing to one or both of you 
as you grow in the experience. 
 
Scripture 
Philippians 2:3-4 
Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others as better than yourselves. 
Let each of you look not to your own interests, but to the interests of others. 
 
Ephesians 2:8-10 
For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the gift of 
God— not the result of works, so that no one may boast. For we are what he has made us, created in 
Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand to be our way of life. 
 
Brainstorm Important Servants 
• Name people who have reformed history in some way.  
• Share what these people did and how.  Ask for help from others to fill in the gaps.  
• Answers could include Martin Luther King Jr., Rosa Parks, Nelson Mandela, Mahatma 
Gandhi, Mother Teresa, Harriet Tubman, Albert Einstein, etc.. 
 
Prayer 
God of forgiveness, we give you thanks for those who work to reform our church and 
our society, and we recognize we are blessed by those who through your guidance work 
to improve our lives. Help us to be ever reforming, so we don’t become stuck in our 
ways, but rather meeting our fellow humans where their needs are. We ask that you 
help us end injustice and inequality through the removal of faults or abuses. Together, 
we the gift of God’s grace and the faith that we share in Christ’s suffering, resurrection 
and eternal life. Amen. 
 
Brainstorm about The Gathering 
• Pretend you are in an elevator at the Gathering and someone asks what all these 
people are doing in Houston. You have one minute to tell them why. Your group has 
five minutes to create your “elevator speech.” 
• When the time is up, share the speeches. 
• Post these on your walls as a reminder as you prepare to go to Houston 
 

Homelessness 
The National Alliance to End Homelessness gives the following information (as of April 
3, 2017): Homelessness occurs when people or households are unable to acquire or 
maintain housing they can afford. While circumstances can vary, the main reason people 
experience homelessness is because they cannot find housing they can afford. It is the 
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scarcity of affordable housing in the United States, particularly in more urban areas 
where homelessness is more prevalent, that is behind their inability to acquire or 
maintain housing: 
• In January 2016, 549,928 people were homeless on a given night in the U.S. 
• Of that number, 194,716 were people in families. 
• 355,212 were individuals. 
• On that same night, there were 35,686 unaccompanied homeless youth, roughly 7 
percent of the total homeless population. 
• 77,486 (or one in five) were considered “chronically homeless” individuals. 
• On that same night, 39,471 veterans were homeless.   
• Since 2007, homelessness has dropped by 15 percent (97,330 people) and between 
2015 and 2016 declined by 3 percent (or 14,780). 
• In Houston, since 2011, homelessness is down 75 percent due to the Houston Housing 
First Initiative. 
 
Scripture 
1 John 3:17-18 
How does God’s love abide in anyone who has the world’s goods and sees a brother or sister in need 
and yet refuses help? Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth and action. 
 
Prayer 
Hear our prayer today for all women and men, boys and girls who are homeless this 
day. For those sleeping under bridges, on park benches, in doorways or bus stations. For 
those who can only find shelter for the night but must wander in the daytime. For 
families broken because they could not afford to pay the rent. For those who have no 
relatives or friends who can take them in. For those who have no place to keep 
possessions that remind them who they are. For those who are afraid and hopeless. For 
those who have been betrayed by our social safety net. For all these people, we pray 
that you will provide shelter, security and hope. We pray for those of us with warm 
houses and comfortable beds that we not be lulled into complacency and forgetfulness. 
Jesus, help us to see your face in the eyes of every homeless person we meet so that we 
may be empowered through word and deed, and through the political means we have, 
to bring justice and 
 
Scripture 
Mark 5:1-9 
They came to the other side of the sea, to the country of the Gerasenes. And when he had stepped 
out of the boat, immediately a man out of the tombs with an unclean spirit met him. He lived among 
the tombs; and no one could restrain him any more, even with a chain; for he had often been 
restrained with shackles and chains, but the chains he wrenched apart, and the shackles he broke in 
pieces; and no one had the strength to subdue him. Night and day among the tombs and on the 
mountains he was always howling and bruising himself with stones. When he saw Jesus from a 
distance, he ran and bowed down before him; and he shouted at the top of his voice, “What have 
you to do with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I adjure you by God, do not torment me.” For 
he had said to him, “Come out of the man, you unclean spirit!” Then Jesus asked him, “What is your 
name?” He replied, “My name is Legion; for we are many.” 
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• Why is this man experiencing homelessness? (afflicted by mental illness; self-
mutilation/harming; not able to follow societal rules; physically aggressive) 
• How does this man relate to Jesus? (Son of the Most High God; this man knows Jesus’ 
identity) 
• What question does Jesus ask this man? (Jesus asks the man’s name.) 
• What does Jesus’ question teach us about relationship with people experiencing 
homelessness? (How often do we ask a person experiencing homelessness their name 
and share our name?  Relationship and names are important to Jesus.) 
• Why is knowing someone’s name important? (When you ask someone their name, it 
shows you value them as a person; value their humanity; they are important.) 
 
Video  Eating Twinkies with God 
 
Prayer 
Throughout his ministry, Jesus encountered and ministered to those who were 
experiencing homelessness. Those who were sick, lame, blind, mentally ill, discarded 
women, those experiencing extreme poverty. Those society shunned and cast out into 
the streets. Jesus himself experienced homelessness and was at the mercy of friends and 
followers to provide for his needs. The ELCA advocates for and embraces those who are 
experiencing homelessness. God calls on us to provide homes with and for all humanity. 
May God bless you with an understanding of radical hospitality and a sense of home. 
Amen. 
 
Homelessness Stats Sheet 
 

Mental Health 
Scripture 
Matthew 25:34-46 
Then the king will say to those at his right hand, ‘Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit 
the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world; for I was hungry and you gave me 
food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I 
was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you 
visited me.’ Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave 
you food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink? And when was it that we saw you a stranger 
and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? And when was it that we saw you sick or in 
prison and visited you?’ And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of 
the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me.’ Then he will say to those at his 
left hand, ‘You that are accursed, depart from me into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his 
angels; for I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, I 
was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not give me clothing, sick and in 
prison and you did not visit me.’ Then they also will answer, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you 
hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not take care of you?’ Then he 
will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not 
do it to me.’ And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.” 
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Nami Sheets 
 
Mental Health Fact v. Myth 
Take all 24 cutouts and together decide which are myths and which are facts.  
Put all the myths in a column on the left side of your space and all the facts in a column 
on the right.   
• Why do you think it is important to know the myths and facts about mental illness? 
• How could it be hurtful for people to think that the myths of mental illness are facts? 
 
Scripture 
Mark 5:1-20 
The swineherds ran off and told it in the city and in the country. Then people came to see what it 
was that had happened. They came to Jesus and saw the demoniac sitting there, clothed and in his 
right mind, the very man who had had the legion; and they were afraid. Those who had seen what 
had happened to the demoniac and to the swine reported it. Then they began to beg Jesus to leave 
their neighborhood. As he was getting into the boat, the man who had been possessed by demons 
begged him that he might be with him. But Jesus refused, and said to him, “Go home to your friends, 
and tell them how much the Lord has done for you, and what mercy he has shown you.” And he 
went away and began to proclaim in the Decapolis how much Jesus had done for him; and everyone 
was amazed. 
 
John 9:1-12 
As he walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this 
man or his parents, that he was born blind?” Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor his parents 
sinned; he was born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in him. We must work the works of 
him who sent me while it is day; night is coming when no one can work. As long as I am in the world, 
I am the light of the world.” When he had said this, he spat on the ground and made mud with the 
saliva and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which 
means Sent). Then he went and washed and came back able to see. 
 
The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar began to ask, “Is this not the man 
who used to sit and beg?” Some were saying, “It is he.” Others were saying, “No, but it is someone 
like him.” He kept saying, “I am the man.” But they kept asking him, “Then how were your eyes 
opened?” He answered, “The man called Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go 
to Siloam and wash.’ Then I went and washed and received my sight.” They said to him, “Where is 
he?” He said, “I do not know.” 
 
Brainstorm about Mental Health 
Break into small groups. Have half of the groups brainstorm a list of ideas on how 
they could seek help if they were suffering with a mental health disorder.  Have the 
other half brainstorm a list of ideas on how they could help someone (a friend, family 
member, even a stranger) who has a mental health disorder. 
Come together and share the lists. 
 
Prayer 
God of comfort, relieve those who are troubled in mind and spirit.  Bring them hope, 
peace and the strength of a loving community.  Grant patience and courage to the 
families and friends of those who are ill.  Increase their ability to withstand as they face 
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challenges for their loved one.  Protect and defend those living with mental health 
disorders from exploitation, addictions and abuse. 
In your name, we pray. Amen. 
 
Scripture 
Isaiah 43:2 
When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and through the rivers, they shall not 
overwhelm you; when you walk through fire you shall not be burned, and the flame shall not 
consume you. 
 
• How might this verse offer some comfort to someone suffering from a mental health 
disorder? 
• Can it help? How or how not? 
Empty words are not helpful for people with mental health challenges.  Nor are Bible 
verses that promise strength and comfort if they are not understood.  We can’t just 
“pray away” a mental health disorder. Prayer is our communication mode with God, but 
telling someone to pray about it and God will make it better isn’t the way to approach 
mental health disorders. It can cause even more harm when the person feels that God 
has abandoned them in this disorder or that they must not be faithful enough or God 
would not give them this disorder to deal with. We can stand in the place of Jesus when 
we offer comfort, our presence or a safe place to be when someone is suffering in their 
mental health disorder. If someone can’t find comfort in God’s promises at this time, 
they are not to be shamed or have their faith questioned. We are to dwell with them in 
the hard times, being the light of Christ as we are able. 
 
Helpful Phrases 
I know you have a real illness and that’s what causes these thoughts and feelings. 
I may not be able to understand exactly how you feel, but I care about you and want to 
help. 
You are important to me. 
Your life is important to me. 
Tell me what I can do now to help you. 
You might not believe it now, but the way you’re feeling will change. 
You are not alone in this. I’m here for you. 
Talk to me. I’m listening. 
I am here for you. 
We will get through this together. 
 
Brainstorm on “Grounding Objects” 
What are some “grounding objects” that we can create? 
Some ideas: 
• It can be as simple as small stones with the word “hope” written on it. 
• Do you have a knitters group? Work with them to create a pocket prayer blanket. 
• Find seashells and write “breathe” on them. 
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• The ideas are endless. Find something that your group can do in a simple, easy way to 
show support and compassion. 
 
Prayer 
Tender God, your gentle and kind-hearted love waits for us in the darkness and shields 
us from the light when it feels too overwhelming. We remember today all those who 
live in the depths of mental health disorders. Continue to cherish us all when we find it 
so difficult to cherish ourselves. Amen. 
 

Identity 
At least 81 percent of teens, ages 12-17, use social media sites, including Facebook, 
Twitter, and Instagram, according to recent findings from the Pew Internet & American 
Life Project. Teens today are more aware of “self” than previous generations of teens 
due mostly to social media. Most U.S. teens are Instagram users because it’s been 
deemed “more private” than most social media apps by its developers.  Teens face 
constant pressure to have to buy the latest, newest, coolest products, and ads are 
cleverly placed on all social media outlets. Our society equates self-worth with how 
much we have and who has it, and many teens buy into this falsehood. 
 
In the 2016 TODAY/AOL “Ideal to Real” body image survey, teenagers revealed 
something unexpected: 65 percent said seeing their selfies on social media boosts their 
confidence. And 40 percent say social media helps "me present my best face to the 
world."  The survey’s findings echo emerging social science on the effect of social media 
on self-presentation and self-image. Selfies seem inconsequential or goofy, but they can 
be incredibly important to teenagers because they give teens a way to control the 
image of themselves that they’re showing to the world, experts say. 
 
The survey also acknowledges social media's power to make teens feel bad about 
themselves, especially when confronted with glamorous, mostly happy, pictures of other 
people's lives. 
• 55 percent of teen girls and 34 percent of teen boys say "overall, social media makes 
me feel more self-conscious about my appearance." 
• 58 percent of teen girls say "seeing pictures of other people living glamorous-looking 
lives on social media makes me feel bad about myself." Only 19 percent of teen boys 
have the same reaction. 
• 30 percent of all teens say social media means they always need to be "camera-ready." 
 
Scripture 
1 Corinthians 3:16 
Do you not know that you are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit dwells in you? 
 
Prayer 
Today, Lord, help us accept ourselves the way we are, without judgment. Help us accept 
our minds, our emotions, our hopes and dreams, our personality, our unique way of 
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being. Help us accept our bodies just the way they are, with all its beauty and 
perfection. Let the love for ourselves be so strong that we never reject our self or 
sabotage our happiness and personal freedom. From now on, let every action, every 
reaction, every thought, every emotion, be based on love, the love that you have for 
each of us, beautifully created in your image. Amen. 
 
Scripture 
Romans 8:35-39 
Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or 
nakedness, or peril, or sword? As it is written, “For your sake we are being killed all day long; we are 
accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.” No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through 
him who loved us. For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things 
present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will 
be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 
Matthew 22:34-40 
When the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered together, and one of 
them, a lawyer, asked him a question to test him. “Teacher, which commandment in the law is the 
greatest?” He said to him, “’You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your 
soul, and with all your mind.’ This is the greatest and first commandment. And a second is like it: 
‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ On these two commandments hang all the law and the 
prophets.” 
 
What does it really mean to love yourself? 
• How does this scripture affect your self-image if you look at yourself as created in 
God’s image? Have you ever thought of this before? 
• Where then does our worth come from? 
It comes from God and God’s love for us. God gave Jesus’ life for us because God 
sees us a “worthy” in God’s image.  So much of what our world tells us is that our worth 
is useless and un-founded. As children of God, our worth comes not from how we look, 
what we do, or how we dress. Our worth comes solely from being created and loved by 
God. 
• Now what do we do with this? 
We are now changed people, people who see the image of God in everyone, not 
just those who look like us or act like us, but in every single human being we see 
the image of God. If this were true of everyone, how different would our world be? 
Imagine the massive change – how will you begin the change that in everyone you 
see, you see the image of God? 
 
Video  Talking about Intersectionality 
 
Intersectionality 
Intersectional theory, a term coined by Kimberlé Crenshaw, was born out of the black 
feminist movement as an effort for black women concerned with equity to say that their 
femaleness and their blackness could not be understood separate and apart from each 
other. A key component of understanding the intersecting realities that make up our 
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identity is to understand how those realities are viewed within society. Identity is not 
enough. We as people of faith must dive deeper in our own understanding of how the 
various forces around us give meaning to identities – good, bad or indifferent. We are 
not somehow separate or apart from the systems and influences that govern our lives. 
Intersectional theory offers us a way of knowing that can deepen our engagement with 
our neighbors and within our community. 
 
Prayer 
God of love who created us in your image, help us look beyond just one thing to really 
see each other, to see the deeper parts of who we are created to be and how our unique 
creation forms and shapes us in the world. Open our eyes to see. In your name, we pray. 
Amen. 
 
Scripture 
Isaiah 64:8 
Yet, O Lord, you are our Father; we are the clay, and you are our potter; we are all the work of your 
hand. 
• How have we been made? 
• What does a potter know about its creation? 
 
Psalm 139:14 
I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made. Wonderful are your works; that I know very 
well. 
• What does it mean to be fearfully and wonderfully made? 
• Why do you think the Psalmist used those words? 
 
John 15:16 
You did not choose me but I chose you. And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, 
so that the Father will give you whatever you ask him in my name. 
• What does it mean to be chosen by God? 
• How do we bear fruit? What is that? 
 
2 Corinthians 3:18 
And all of us, with unveiled faces, seeing the glory of the Lord as though reflected in a mirror, are 
being transformed into the same image from one degree of glory to another; for this comes from 
the Lord, the Spirit. 
 

Right Relationships 
Lyrics Game 
Choose a lyric that speaks to your view of or hopes for the kinds of relationships you’ve 
had.  Discuss: 
• What do we hear in these lyrics? 
• What are the messages our world gives us about relationships? Any kind – family, 
friends, romantic, etc.  
• What does the world tell us relationships should look like? 
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Scripture 
John 3:16 
“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not 
perish but may have eternal life. 
 
Matthew 5:44 
But I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you 
 
John 14:21a 
They who have my commandments and keep them are those who love me; and those who love me 
will be loved by my Father, and I will love them and reveal myself to them.” 
 
John 3:16 is a well-known passage that sums up God’s love for us through the life, death 
and resurrection of Jesus Christ, God’s own Son.  God so “loved” (agape) that God gave 
God’s Son. It did not feel good to God to do that, but it was the loving thing to do. 
Christ so loved (agape) that he gave his life. He did not want to die, but he loved, so he 
did what God required.  The point is that agape love is not an impulsive thing that 
comes from feelings. Agape love is an act of will, a deliberate choice. This is why God 
can command us to love our enemies (Matthew 5:44). God is not commanding us to 
“have a good feeling” for our enemies but to act in a loving way toward them.  Agape 
love is related to obedience and commitment and not necessarily feeling and emotion. 
Loving someone is to obey God on another’s behalf, seeking his or her long-term 
blessing and profit.  The way to know that we love (agape) God is that we keep God’s 
commandments. Jesus said, “Whoever has my commands and obeys them, he is the one 
who loves me” (John 14:21a). 
• Why do we struggle keeping the commandments? 
• How can we help keep each other accountable to these commandments? 
 
Video  Love has no Labels 
 
We are created for relationship. It’s how God created us. But as sinful beings, we can 
mess that up. Relationships should have the following characteristics: 

• Respect: Respect others, honor them, hold them in high esteem, treat them as if 
they are worthwhile even when they are different from you. 

• Responsibility: This means others can depend on you, you do what you say 
you’re going to do, and can tell right from wrong. 

• Understanding: You can put yourself in someone else’s shoes, and imaging what 
life looks like from another point of view, you know what they need and how 
they feel. 

• Effort: You work hard to show your respect, to be caring and to be present for the 
other person. 

• Caring: You are concerned and interested in the other person’s feelings, wants 
and needs. You want what is best for them. It involves feelings of love for them, 
and you want to protect, notice and provide for that person. 
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Positive relationships come from both people putting all these qualities into the 
relationship. It doesn’t mean that it will be perfect, but each person works equally 
hard at the relationship. 
 
Prayer 
God of love, you ask us to be in relationship with one another. In a world where the 
messages of relationships are unrealistic or completely warped, please open us to 
learning how you want us to be in relationship. We ask for guidance as we learn the 
desires you have for our lives. In your name, we pray. Amen. 
 
Scripture 
Ephesians 4:29-32 
Let no evil talk come out of your mouths, but only what is useful for building up, as there is need, so 
that your words may give grace to those who hear. And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with 
which you were marked with a seal for the day of redemption. Put away from you all bitterness and 
wrath and anger and wrangling and slander, together with all malice, and be kind to one another, 
tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ has forgiven you. 
 
Creative Storytelling  
Make paper dolls of three different heights.   
 
Often in the Bible, you will see “justice” used interchangeably with “righteousness,” 
another tricky word that means different things to different people. Our God is in the 
business of justice and righteousness, restoring humanity into right relationship.  When 
we think about the justice issues of our time, they are mostly due to broken 
relationships. Messy relationships exist between people, between tribes and between 
the environment. Through his death on the cross, Jesus has been restoring humanity, 
bringing us all back into right relationship with him. Remember Ephesians 2:8? “For by 
grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not your own doing, it is the gift of 
God.” Part of our calling as baptized Lutherans is to respond to that grace by joining 
Christ in this work to “strive for peace and justice in all the earth.” That is how “This. 
Changes. Everything.” 
 
Prayer 
God of Justice, you call us to your work of restoration. Give us eyes to see your plan for 
our world and may your kingdom come on earth as it is in heaven, where “justice rolls 
down like waters, and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.” Amen. 
 

Human Trafficking and Refugees 
Slavery is not just an ancient or antiquated practice that oppressed Jews in the Old 
Testament thousands of years ago and uprooted and commoditized tens of millions of 
Africans until it was abolished in the U.S. during the mid-19th century. Slavery still exists 
today, and per the End It Movement, an estimated 20 million to 45.8 million people are 
trapped in it worldwide, even though it’s illegal in every country.  All trafficking victims 
experience not only the loss of freedom but the loss of their humanity. In the eyes of 



12 
 

their captors, trafficking victims are nothing more than a commodity to be bought and 
sold. To a God who became fully human so we may become fully human, this reality is 
heartbreaking. 
 
Video  Human Trafficking PSA 
 
Red Sand Project 
Wander around the space, looking at the pictures and the captions found with the 
pictures.  Red Sand Project’s sidewalk interventions invite you to take the time to find 
and fill a sidewalk crack with red sand and to then document your sidewalk 
transformation on social media using #RedSandProject. 
 
Hotel Photo Project, 
Take and send in photos of their room whenever they stay in a hotel. Traffickcam.com 
uses these photos to determine where perpetrators of sex trafficking are committing 
their crimes. 
 
Scripture 
Matthew 2:13-23 
Now after they had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, “Get up, take 
the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you; for Herod is about to 
search for the child, to destroy him.” Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother by night, 
and went to Egypt, and remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what had been 
spoken by the Lord through the prophet, “Out of Egypt I have called my son.” 
 
When Herod saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, he was infuriated, and he sent and killed 
all the children in and around Bethlehem who were two years old or under, according to the time 
that he had learned from the wise men. Then was fulfilled what had been spoken through the 
prophet Jeremiah: “A voice was heard in Ramah, wailing and loud lamentation, Rachel weeping for 
her children; she refused to be consoled, because they are no more.” 
 
When Herod died, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt and said, 
“Get up, take the child and his mother, and go to the land of Israel, for those who were seeking the 
child’s life are dead.” Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother, and went to the land of 
Israel. But when he heard that Archelaus was ruling over Judea in place of his father Herod, he was 
afraid to go there. And after being warned in a dream, he went away to the district of Galilee. There 
he made his home in a town called Nazareth, so that what had been spoken through the prophets 
might be fulfilled, “He will be called a Nazorean.” 
 
Jesus was a refugee.  When exploring this passage, a map can be used to focus on 
tracing the journey of Joseph, Mary, and Jesus, starting from Bethlehem. Each section of 
the Scripture can be read, while using the map to show movement and talking about 
what the reasons are for moving. This part of the story is right after the magi visited 
Jesus in Bethlehem.  Discuss the passage: 
• What were the reasons for fleeing? 
• Where were they citizens? 
• What would have happened if they stayed? 
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Video  This is My Home 
 
Scripture 
Leviticus 19:33-34 
When an alien resides with you in your land, you shall not oppress the alien. The alien who resides 
with you shall be to you as the citizen among you; you shall love the alien as yourself, for you were 
aliens in the land of Egypt: I am the Lord your God. 
 
Prayer 
A reading from Leviticus: “When a foreigner resides with you in your land, you shall not 
oppress the foreigner. The foreigner who resides with you shall be to you as the citizen 
among you; you shall love the foreigner as yourself, for you were foreigners in the land 
of Egypt: I am the Lord your God.” Blessed are you, Lord Jesus Christ. You crossed every 
border between divinity and humanity to make your home with us. Help us welcome 
you in newcomers, migrants and refugees. Blessed are you, God of all nations. You bless 
our land richly with goods of creation and with people made in your image. Help us be 
good stewards and peacemakers, who live as your children. Blessed are you, Holy Spirit. 
You work in the hearts of all to bring about harmony and goodwill. Strengthen us to 
welcome those from other lands, cultures and religions that we may live in human 
solidarity and in hope. God of all people, grant us vision to see your presence in our 
midst, especially in our immigrant sisters and brothers. Give us courage to open the 
door to our neighbors and grace to build a society of justice. 
 
Refugee Stats 
• 174,000: That is the number of people in 2014 who were displaced internally within 

Honduras, mostly due to gang violence. We often think of the large numbers of 
people who migrate north to the U.S., but there is very significant migration 
occurring both within countries and now southward. 
 

• 518 percent: That is the percentage of increase of children under 12 years old 
migrating from 2013 to 2014. (1100 to 5700 children). 
 

• 306 percent: The largest increase in minors who are migrating is girls (1,800 in 2013 
to 5,500 in 2014) 
 

• 70,000: That's the number of people in family units who were deported from the 
U.S.; the number of people in family units deported from Mexico is much higher. 
 

• 17, 16 and 10 percent: These are the percentages of the gross domestic product that 
are coming into Honduras, El Salvador and Guatemala as remittance money. This 
money feeds the political and economic systems of the country but does not 
strengthen communities to not need to continue to migrate. 
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• 107,814 to 235,000: While the U.S. reported 42 percent less deportations in 2015 
than in 2014, the number of people deported from Mexico went from 107,814 to 
over 235,000. The problems leading to migration are not going away; we are just not 
seeing as many people reach the U.S. The U.S. is financing the Mexican efforts; 
however, the violation of human rights has sharply increased in Mexico. 

 
Scripture 
Isaiah 1:17 
Learn to do good; seek justice, rescue the oppressed, defend the orphan, plead for the widow. 
 
Next, read this quote: “Don’t ask what the world needs. Ask what makes you come alive, 
and go do it.  Because what the world needs is people who have come alive.” – Howard 
Thurman, theologian and civil rights activist.   
Write the answers to the following questions on your paper in two lists. For one list, 
write responses to the following questions: 
• What is God calling us to do in the Isaiah verse? 
• What are some ways you can live that out? 
For the other list write responses to the following questions: 
• What makes YOU come alive? 
• What are your passions in life? 
Now look at these two lists side by side. 
• Are there places where they overlap? 
• What ways can you use your passions to live out God’s call to care for the oppressed? 
 
Your Advocacy 
Use the ELCA Advocacy toolkit as a jumping point for advocacy work found here: 
elca.org/en/Resources/Advocacy#Toolkit. 
• Help each youth to choose a cause, learn about a partner, and write that 
organization a letter asking how they can be part of that group’s work. 
• Encourage youth to share why that organization inspires them. Include a reply 
address or email so that the organization can respond to your requests. 
 
Prayer 
Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of the universe. You made the whole earth for 
your glory; all creation praises you. We lift our voices to join the songs of heaven and 
earth in thanksgiving for the many blessings you have given us. Renew in us the 
commitment to serve others, especially of those in need. Let us be your hands to feed 
the hungry, shelter the homeless, clothe the naked, comfort the weary and outcast, 
welcome the stranger, care for creation, and be loving neighbors to all people. We pray 
all these things through your son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
 


