
 

 As we approach our capital campaign in Lent of this year, I want to share in more detail some of the absolutely 

necessary items in the campaign that were not highlighted in detail before. Those changes involve our current HVAC 

system.  

 

 First, there is the obvious item we have been talking about for the last two years. We have stretched the life of 

two air conditioners. One air conditioner cools the nursery and the narthex and the other cools the Sunday school 

classrooms in the basement. The coolant that is used in these current air conditioners is no longer being made by order 

of the EPA. Thus the cost, if you can find it, is exorbitant. Let alone the fact that the air conditioners are worn out. 

The cost to replace them is between 65,000 and 90,000 dollars. 

 

 Secondly, the lesser known detail is that we need to replace the main coil in the boiler system. Imagine a car 

radiator. It has tubing that goes back and forth in an “S” shape in order to cool your car. The main coil in question has 

18 bends back and forth. Currently because of patches to past leaks, 5 of the bends have been bi-passed to “navigate 

around” the leaking stretches. This means that the water now only runs through 66% of the coil, thus reduces the 

ability to transfer 33% less heat. This main coil needs to be replaced because it cannot be patched anymore and it 

currently is operating at two-thirds capacity. The cost estimate for this is between 6,000 and 8,000 dollars. 

 

 Thirdly, our heating system is run by computer. The operating software on this computer is Windows XP. The 

computer connects to analog operating panels. All of this is completely outdated. Unfortunately there is no easy fix 

for this and we are in jeopardy of not being able to control our boiler and air conditioning system. The cost of this 

update is between 13,000 and 15,000 dollars. 

 

 Brothers and sisters the reality is that much of what we are focusing on in this campaign is to renew our facilities 

in order to continue our mission to Beavercreek and the surrounding area. We are called to be good stewards of not 

only our money but our property. These are improvements that must be made.  

 

 I am confident in both God’s and the-people-of-Peace-church’s ability to rise to the occasion and meet these 

challenges. We must lean into God and trust! We must lean into God and grow in faith. This is why our campaign is 

called the ReNEW Campaign. We will renew our building, while God renews our trust and faith in him. God is with 

us. We can do all things through Christ who strengthens us! 
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WORSHIP 

SCHEDULE 

 

SATURDAY 

5:15 p.m. 

Praise Service 

SUNDAY 

8:15 a.m. 

Heritage Service 

10:45 a.m. 

Celebration Service 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

9:30 a.m. 

Faith Formation Hour 

MESSAGE FROM PASTOR STEVE 



CAMP!!! 

In January, Pastor Carey and 

I travelled to Lutheran 

Memorial Camp with four of 

our youth for the Middle 

School Mix. It was a blast! 

We worshipped together, 

communed together, learned 

about and practiced prayer, 

took part in team-builders, 

but we also played gaga and 

bunco, made friendship bracelets, roasted marshmallows, acted in skits, sang silly songs and worship songs, and ran 

around in the mud. The youth even lost track of time playing games and singing songs in the car on the way there and 

the way home. The youth and I were competing to see who could have more fun while growing in faith. I think we all 

won! All this was in a community truly defined by God’s abundant love and made up of more than fifty youth from 

across the state. Camp is a special experience where connecting with God and friends is supercharged. 

 

 Please don’t ever hesitate to talk to Pastor Carey or myself about camp retreats, summer camp, or family camp.  

Pastor Carey happens to be heading to another camp retreat with our youth in February. Registration for summer and 

family camp is open now. Additionally, on February 23rd, Jenny Frantz will be visiting Peace Lutheran to share more 

stories about camp. Jenny is the director of Camp Luther. 

 

 Jesus taught, “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ But I say to 

you, Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, so that you may be children of your Father in 

heaven.” – Matthew 5:43-45a 
 

 Red hearts, flowers and chocolates remind us that February is the uncontested month of love.  
 

 It’s excellent (and easy) to love those close to us, but Jesus tells us to go wider, deeper, riskier – to love even our 

enemies. In so doing, Jesus says, we become children of God.  
 

 This challenges us to embrace love as the key discipline and develop a heart so full of love that it flows to even 

our enemies. Isn’t that how we’re supposed to live as disciples? It’s just good stewardship of our lives. 
 

For this “month of love,” practice loving your enemies.  
 

 The effort is especially timely in our season of discord, when our loudest voices encourage us – through name-

calling, denigrating, lying, smearing – to hate those with whom we disagree. Even calling them “enemies” is too 

much (they’re really neighbors!). 
 

 Loving our “enemies” doesn’t mean we agree with them or tolerate bad behavior. It means respecting, listening, 

discussing, refraining from anger and revenge. Here are some ideas for loving our enemies: 

 Jesus gives us the first step: Pray! For them and for you! 

 Stop seeing them as enemies. They’re our neighbors whom God loves.  

 Resist hate, the very thing our culture encourages. 

 Treat everyone as you would want to be treated.  

 Lastly, keep praying.  
 

 By embracing love as a spiritual discipline, we cultivate a heart of love that opens our lives to the transformation 

Jesus dearly desires for us -- to be children of God. Now that’s good stewardship.  
 

Rob Blezard 
 

Copyright © 2020, Rev. Robert Blezard. Reprinted by permission. Pastor Blezard works as content editor for www.stewardshipoflife.org and serves as an assistant to the bishop 

of the Lower Susquehanna Synod and. He blogs at www.thestewardshipguy.com. 

 This spring, Peace Lutheran Church will offer a three-part class that will engage children and parents on the 

Lutheran understanding of Holy Communion. Children currently in grades 3-5 are encouraged to participate in this 

year’s first communion class. This year’s schedule is listed below.  
 

Sunday, April 5 from 1:00 – 3:00 p.m. Seder  Exper ience and Discussion of Baptism and Holy Communion  
  (Homework will be given to families to be completed for the April 26 session.) 
 

Sunday, April 19, during 9:30 a.m. Sunday Faith Formation Education hour Banner  making  
 

Sunday, April 26, 1:00 – 3:00 p.m. Discussion based on homework, discussion of sin and confession, making of 

communion bread, and individual time to talk with pastors 
 

 We are asking that at least one parent be present with the child at each session as 

we engage in learning about Holy Communion and its importance in our faith. The 

classes will be led by Pastor Carey and Libby Glade. Those who have participated in 

these classes will take First Communion on Sunday, May 3, 2020 at the 10:45 a.m. 

service. 
 

 Any children who have previously taken communion classes at another 

congregation are encouraged to participate in these classes as an opportunity to get to 

know the other children in their grade and to grow their faith surrounding the 

sacramental practice of Holy Communion. 
 

 Please notify the office by March 15, if you are planning to participate in the first 

communion class or have any questions. If you have conflicts with these dates but 

would still like to take first communion on May 3, please talk with Pastor Carey. 

FINANCIAL 

STANDINGS 

DECEMBER 2018 

BUDGET $108,357.88 

INCOME  $103,555.63 

EXPENSES  $  63,471.85 
 

DECEMBER 2019 

GOAL $108,082.50 

INCOME $100,944.81 

EXPENSES $  87,328.75 

YOUTH ACTIVITIES 

FIRST COMMUNION 

STEWARD YOUR LIFE: CULTIVATE A HEART OF LOVE 



CAMP NOAH At Peace Lutheran Church 

March 23-27, 2020 

9:00am – 3:00pm 

 

 Peace Lutheran Church in conjunction with the Miami Valley Long Term Tornado Recovery Team will be 

hosting the first of five Camp Noah weeks on March 23-27, 2020 for elementary children who have been impacted by 

the Memorial Day Tornados. Camp Noah works to support the mental and emotional health of children who are still 

struggling to cope with this natural disaster and other traumatic events in 2019.  

 

But what is Camp Noah? 

 

 Camp Noah is a week long day camp for children K-5th grade who survived the Memorial Day tornados in our 

community. Camp Noah provides a safe, caring, and fun environment where children build resiliency skills within the 

familiarity of their own communities. Camp Noah utilizes a proven curriculum (which includes 30 hours of resiliency 

training) designed to help children process their disaster and/or trauma experience through creative activities and 

play. In this safe and supportive setting, children are encouraged to face their fears, grieve their losses, identify and 

share their unique gifts and talents, and plan for an amazing future. Further information about Camp Noah and their 

mission to bring hope and healing to communities that have been impacted by disaster can be found at  

https://www.lssmn.org/campnoah/about-us. 

 

How can you help?  

 

 We are looking for 25 core volunteers who will agree to be at camp all day, all week long. This daily participation 

will help to provide a consistent environment for children to process their trauma. Core volunteers also need to be 

willing to become certified Camp Noah leaders by participating in a one day, four-hour resiliency curriculum training 

on March 7 from 8 a.m.-12 p.m. We are also looking for  people who can help to suppor t the Camp Noah. 

 

 Amanda McQuade will be our Team Leader and will be recruiting core volunteers to help with small group 

leaders, large group leaders, Craft Leader, Recreation Leader, a Noah, other skit leaders, puppeteers, and maybe even 

a special Magic or Science show volunteer. If you are interested in helping please email Amanda at 

mcquade.amanda.1999@gmail.com.  

 

 Christa Clelan (our previous secretary) will be doing our behind the scenes coordinating as our site coordinator. 

Christa will be recruiting support volunteers. If you interested with helping with Registration each day, working in the 

kitchen, serving meals, helping to staff a first aid table, etc. please contact Christa at christaclelan14@gmail.com.  
 

Official Volunteer Registration will be online and will open in mid-February, watch for details.  
 

Who can come? 

 Children, grades K-5, from our church and surrounding community who have been impacted by the Tornados. We 

hope to have approximately 50 children at our Camp Noah. We will utilize our connections within the school system 

to initially identity children and then will advertise to the general public until we have reached of maximum capacity 

of 50 children. Again this camp is for elementary school children who need a safe and loving place to continue to 

process the events of the Memorial Day Tornados, grow in resiliency and be better prepared for future disasters. If 

you would like your children to participate in this camp please see Pastor Carey. 

 

Registration will be online and will open in mid-February, watch for details.  

Wait a minute, how much does this cost?  

 

Peace Lutheran was able to kick off Camp Noah fundraising with $6,250 which was quickly followed by a 

$25,000 commitment from Lutheran Social Services of Central Ohio and Lutheran Disaster Response-US. The 

Dayton Foundation has joined in partnering with us with a grant of $5,000. Along with Other Lutheran churches and 

individuals who have donated over $13,000. With $60,000 already committed, we are well on our way toward our 

goal of $125,000 for all five camps.  

 

We are looking at scheduling the second Camp Noah at Christ Lutheran in Old North Dayton this month and hope 

to schedule other Camp Noah’s in other parts of the Miami Valley as funding becomes available 

 

What if I can’t help Volunteer for Camp Noah, can I still help? Yes you can!  

 

Do you like fundraising? Do you want to help with publicity? Would you be willing to ask for in-kind donations 

for snacks, or lunch? Can you help with any transportation needs or housing out of town volunteers? Please see Pastor 

Carey or email Christa Clelan,  

 

Your donations, big and small, can help bring Camp Noah to the Miami Valley and positively impact the lives of 

our children. 100 percent of your donations will go directly to support Miami Valley Camp Noah sessions. 

 

$500 – Allows one camper to attend Camp Noah. 

$150 – Provides a camper with all the needed supplies and material for the week. 

$50 - Provides a camper with their own Preparedness Backpack. 

$10 - Provides a camper with their own Camp Noah t-shirt.  

 

Donations should be directed to Peace Lutheran Church, attention. Rev. Carey Hovland, noting “Camp Noah” in 

the check memo line or online at https://www.peacebeavercreek.org/ under the “Camp Noah” tab.  
 

Your generosity as a volunteer or donor will give our children the opportunity to learn resiliency skills which will 

last for a lifetime. Together, we can support our community in rebuilding and strengthening our future.  
 

For additional information, please feel free to contact  

Pastor Carey Hovland @ pastorcarey@peacebeavercreek.org,  

Amanda @ mcquade.amanda.1999@gmail.com, or 

Christa @ christaclelan14@gmail.com  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

February 15  Confirmation Retreat 

February 26 12:15 p.m. & 7:00 p.m. Ash Wednesday 

March 7  Camp Noah training 

March 14  Making Mugs and Breakfast for Men’s Group 

April 5  Palm Sunday 

April 9 7:00 p.m. Maundy Thursday 

April 10 7:00 p.m. Good Friday 

April 12  Easter Sunday 

CAMP NOAH 

UPCOMING DATES 
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