The Compass of Peace
Peace Lutheran Church, March 2021

LOOKING FORWARD
February was a month full of everything Ohio weather could through at us. But as they say, “if
you don’t like the weather wait a day.” As I write this article, I am glad for the reprieve of warmth
we are currently experiencing.
One thing that hasn’t changed is the need for safety and caution in the midst of this Covid
Pandemic environment. You will find a wonderful article in this newsletter written in question/
answer style by our own Dr. Jim Ebert informing us about the virus, vaccine and other realities
related to this pandemic. I highly recommend your reading it.
Nevertheless, we will be experiencing Easter in the midst of the Pandemic again this year.
Easter is April 4 and will be upon us soon. I want to remind you to please register with Flocknote
for worship between now and then for all worship, but especially for Easter worship. We are
limited on how many people we can seat in the sanctuary because of CDC recommendations.
Secondly, last year we had begun the process for gathering money for Easter flowers. We were
then not allowed to worship in-person at Easter. We still are holding that money. We have 68
flowers spoken for and all who signed up for and the people who gave for those flowers should
have received an email from the office asking if we could use that money for this year’s Easter
celebration.
Thirdly, the week after Easter, April 11, is the dedication for the ReNew Renovation. Our
Southern Ohio Bishop, Bishop Suzanne Dillahunt, will be with us for both services on Sunday.
Although the Bishop will not be with us on Saturday, we will still have dedication related plans for
all services that weekend. One of the things we are hoping you will participate in is purchasing
flowers for that special weekend instead of purchasing them for Easter this year. This request
comes because we will be using the money donated last year for Easter flowers for this year. So
said simply, instead of giving Easter flowers this year would you give money to purchase similar
flowers for the April dedication weekend?
Finally, we are nearing the completion and wrap up of our ReNew project. I know many of you
are still joining us for worship through our YouTube service. I hope you have noticed an
improvement in the sound and picture over the last weeks. We have the camera installed and
connected with the sound board finally. This step alone should enhance production quality of the
service. However, it will still take some time to climb the learning curve and know how to dial
everything in. Thank you for the feedback of what you are experiencing both with audio and
video. Please continue to share what you are experiencing to the office. We strive to continue to
improve this service so that we can provide a quality worship experience.
Peace,
Pastor Steve

CAMP NOAH
Peace Lutheran Church in Beavercreek, Ohio is hosting the first of three Camp Noah weeks for
elementary children who have been impacted by the Memorial Day Tornados of 2019 and the
Pandemic of 2020- 2021.
It is scheduled for March 22—26, 2021 at Peace Lutheran Church in Beavercreek, Ohio. It will
be a virtual camp from 8:45am-12:00pm. Registr ation for this vir tual camp has begun and will
be begin on Monday, March 1, 2021 and will run through March 15, 2021.
The registration link is app.campdoc.com/register/campnoah
As a community, $75,000 has already been raised to bring this amazing Camp Noah program to the
Miami Valley. We will hold 3 camps this spring and summer, giving the opportunity for 150
children in the area to process the tornadoes, racial tension, and the pandemic while gaining lifelong
resiliency skills, and becoming better prepared for another natural disaster. Because of our generous
donors (which include the Dayton Foundation, Peace Lutheran Church in Beavercreek, Epiphany
Lutheran Church in Centerville, Lutheran Social Services of Central Ohio, Aqua-tots of
Beavercreek, Beavercreek Women’s League, and Lion’s Club in Fairborn and so many more) this
camp is completely free for all participants. Not only do participants receive a nationally
recognized trauma and resiliency program, they also receive: a Camp Noah T-shirt,
preparedness backpack, blanket, ark and Kid’s Craft Kit.

DONATIONS AND VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Donations still needed


50 Trail mix



50 Gummy snacks



50 Cheese and crackers



50 Bread sticks and cheese dip



50 Bagged Carrots



Bottled water for our volunteers

Volunteers needed - Care companion,
We are looking for 6 individuals who are willing to get on-line with a private link we will
provide for you. This online link will go to a platform is called flipgrid. We will be encouraging
Camp Noah participants to use this as a group fellowship space, to share their afternoon work and
communicate with one another through pictures, video’s and texting. We could love Care

GOING TO CAMP THIS SUMMER
Peace Lutheran Church is sending campers to Lutheran Memorial Camp the week of June 27—
July 2, 2021. That’s right, we’re going to camp this summer!!! During our week K — 2, 3rd — 5th
grade, 6th — 8th grade, and 9th — 12th grade kids and youth will be able to attend at the same camp,
although they we will separate cabins and activities.
Lutheran Memorial Camp is part of Lutheran Outdoor Ministries of Ohio and is located in Fulton,
OH. Registration is online at https://lomocamps.campbrainregistration.com/. The week we have
chosen to go as a church is designated as Week 3 at LMC but you are welcome to attend whatever
week works best for your family. Peace Lutheran even offers scholarship money to help defray the
cost of attending camp. Speak to Pastor Carey or Dan about making sure that money is no obstacle
to your child or youth going to camp.
Camp could not come any more highly recommended by the staff of Peace Lutheran Church. We
love it, so here are The Top 10 Reasons to go to Camp this Summer:
1)

Camp is a ridiculous amount of fun and many kids and youth beg for more time at camp at
the end of their week there.
2) Camp is an authentic recreation of the Apostolic experience that Jesus’ own disciples lived
out in the early church.
3) Camp helps many kids and youth to discover new gifts and passions as they meet a diverse
group of kids and counselors and explore the world together.
4) Camp is an amazing way for kids and youth to connect with God’s creation by exploring the
natural world and growing in respect and appreciation for its gifts.
5) Campers often create lasting friendships at camp that enrich their lives for years.
6) Loads of data show that camp is one the most effective, if not the most effective means of
growing in faith.
7) Ohio’s camps have expertly trained counselors and top notch leadership with tons of
experience in working with kids and youth from all backgrounds.
8) Ohio’s camps have a detailed CDC and American Camp Association directed plan to keep
campers safe in the midst of the pandemic including screening, creating “cabin bubbles,”
utilizing masks and lots of hand washing, eating outdoors, social distancing activities,
maintaining strict protocols for counselors and adults, and much more.
9) Pastor Carey is also going to camp!
10) Dan is also going to camp!
Please don’t hesitate to share any questions or concerns you might have with Pastor Carey or Dan.
The director of LMC, Jenny Frantz (jenny@lomocamps.org) is also more than happy to answer any
questions. We hope to see you at camp!

PICTURES NEEDED
As the renovations draw to a close we have saved the confirmation photographs to our server and
placed the originals into a binder. We discovered we had no photographs for the confirmands of
2008, 2010, or 2012. If you have any photographs for these confirmands, would you please let us
copy them? The photographs can be actual prints or digital versions, individuals or group. Thank
you.

FAMILY SPRING DEVOTIONAL
It might not feel like it right now, but March brings the first day of spring! The beauty of God’s
creation is evident all year round if we are looking for it, but it is so evident in the spring. On a nice
day this month, take some time to go outside and observe the beauty and intricate design in every
item - flowers, leaves, seeds, rocks, twigs, grass, shells, sand, and whatever else you can find!
While you search, or once you come inside, talk about God’s wisdom, beauty, and imagination.
Read Psalm 148, which talks about creation praising the Lord. Invite everyone to share their
favorite part of creation (aardvarks, the ocean, sun flowers, whatever). Remind your family (and
yourselves!) that they are God’s signature creation. Read Psalm 139:13-14. Take turns praising
God for each other specifically, modeling it first. You may want to write that verse on their mirrors
so they see it daily.
Materials: Bible & Time Outside
Time Needed: 15-20 minutes
Devotion adapted from Five Family Devotions to Welcome Spring. By Kristin Charles.

SAVE THE DATE
VBS 2021
June 21-25, 2021
Mark your calendars
Compassion Camp:
Be Kind. Be Loved. Be You.

This will be an amazing opportunity for your kids and their families to explore what it means to have
compassion for others, ourselves, and the world.
It is an at Home/virtual curriculum that is geared toward preschool-age children and K-5th graders,
and it is incredibly flexible, adaptable, and fun for the entire family, older siblings included.
We will be having daily check-in sessions and utilizing other platforms to help our VBS children and
families connect with one another, our volunteers and engage the curriculum at the same time. We
can’t wait to see how fun and interactive

Compassion Camp Themes:

At the Table: Luke 15:11-35
To the Neighbor: Mark 2:1-12
For Myself: Mark 12:28-31 and Deuteronomy 6
Along the Way: Ruth 1:1-22
With the World: Leviticus 25

SPRING IS HERE!
Upcoming Worship Schedule
Holy Week

Prayer Stations

throughout building

9:00 a.m.- 4:00 p.m.

Palm/Passion Weekend
Sat. March 27 & Sun. March 28
Sunday, March 27

in-person*
YouTube

5:15 p.m., 8:15 a.m., 10:15 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

Maundy Thursday
Thur. April 1

Worship Service
Personal Communion

YouTube
Sanctuary*

11:00 a.m.
6:00 p.m.

Good Friday
Fri. April 2

Worship Service

YouTube

11:00 a.m.

Easter Weekend
Sat. April 3 & Sun. April 4
Sun. April 4
Worship Service

in-person*
YouTube

5:15 p.m., 8:15 a.m., 10:15 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

Dedication Weekend
Sat. April 10 & Sun. April 11
Sunday April 11

in-person*
YouTube

5:15 p.m., 8:15 a.m., 10:15
a.m.
11: 00 a.m.

Don’t forget March 14, set your clocks ahead one hour.

COVID19 PANDEMIC AND VACCINE EFFORT
1.

Should I get the vaccine? YES

2.

How soon? As soon as it becomes available to you.

3.

Is the vaccine safe? YES. Since the first vaccine was approved, and shots began last year, over
40 million doses have been given in the US with very few significant side effects and no vaccine
-attributable deaths. During the same period of time, nearly 200,000 additional COVID19 deaths
have occurred in the US among non-vaccinated persons.

4.

Is the vaccine effective? YES. Both the Pfizer and Moderna vaccines provide more than 90%
protection against severe disease and, so far, 100% protection against death from COVID19
infection. By comparison, all COVID19 vaccines, including the two approved, and the two
vaccines still awaiting approval, are more effective against COVID19 than the seasonal flu
vaccine is against influenza.

5.

Which vaccine should I get? THEY ALL ARE EFFECTIVE. GET THE FIRST ONE YOU CAN.

6.

Should I continue to wear a mask in public after I get the vaccine? YES

7.

When can I stop wearing the mask in public? => When it is determined that the number of new
infections has dropped to a low enough level and remains at a low enough level for a sustained
period of time.

8.

Who will make the “mask no longer needed” determination?=> State and local health
departments will issue policy based on CDC guidelines.

9.

So - the vaccine protects me against getting sick from COVID19. Does it also prevent me from
spreading the disease? Yes - Initial data, including an excellent study from Israel published in
February 2021, demonstrate that vaccination is highly effective in preventing spread. More
studies are underway. This should not come as a surprise.

10. Will there be enough vaccine for the US? YES. Two vaccines are already approved; two more
should be approved within the next few weeks. Vaccine distribution improves by the day, and
vaccine production should saturate demand by April for all ages. It is possible that Pfizer may
request FDA approval for single dose immunization later this spring. If approved, that will
further accelerate the immunization rollout. Pfizer has also gone to FDA with new data to
request permission NOT to require storage of their vaccine at minus 90 degrees. If that is
approved, distribution will become even better.
11. I tested positive for COVID19 and was (asymptomatic/mildly symptomatic/very ill but
recovered). Should I still get the vaccine? YES. Although your risk of becoming ill with the
same strain of COVID19 is reduced if you have tested positive, the vaccine provides better
protection against other COVID strains and mutations, as well as all other non-COVID
coronaviruses.

COVID19 PANDEMIC AND VACCINE EFFORT
12. Will I need a booster? NOBODY KNOWS. This is a new virus and a new vaccine. If boosters
are needed, that will be determined by follow-up data on the vaccine trial participants. Current
vaccine trial participants will be closely tracked, including blood tests for antibodies, until at
least October 2022.
13. Will COVID19 will become a yearly shot like the flu? MAYBE. Or maybe the vaccine
protection will be as long-lasting as the yellow fever vaccine – one shot lasts a lifetime.
14. Do I have a medical condition that makes the vaccine dangerous or ineffective for me? If you
have immunosuppression, or are undergoing active chemotherapy, or have an underlying
immune system disorder, discuss this with your physician. Ask for an infectious disease or
immunology consultant if you are not satisfied with the answer. Generally, if you have a
reasonably intact immune system, you should get the vaccine.
15. I keep hearing about “herd immunity”. When will we reach herd immunity? => Herd immunity
is already increasing day by day, based on the aggregate sum of per sons recovered from
COVID19 disease and persons immunized. But when will we reach sufficient herd immunity to
prevent spread? The truth is that no one really knows for sure, including Dr. Fauci, but everyone
will see it in the data - when the number of people testing positive falls to a very low level and
stays down.
16. When should children receive the vaccine? => Pfizer started pediatric trials toward the end of
2020. Recommendations and indications will be forthcoming after the FDA clears the vaccine
for general pediatric use. Selected higher risk children are already included in pediatric vaccine
trials. As of February 24, 2021, no vaccine manufacturer has completed their data collection to
apply to the FDA for use in children. Since US pediatric trials started several months after adult
trials were begun, the FDA approval will lag at least the same number of months. It is more
difficult to conduct pediatric trials than adult trials for a number of reasons.
17. What are the most reliable sources of information concerning COVID19?
a.

For population data: The CDC website and the Ohio Depar tment of Health website.
Look at the data and the graphs that show number of immunizations administered, new
cases reported, hospitalizations, ICU admissions, and deaths. Keep in mind that the
reporting generally lags about a week or so.

b.

For clinical data: Fir st-tier medical institutions like the Cleveland Clinic or Mayo and
others can be trusted to supplement your understanding of your personal health situation,
but are not a replacement for an informed discussion with your personal physician.

18. What are the least reliable sources of information about COVID19? => Cable and broadcast
news, most politicians in both parties, talk show hosts, and celebrities.
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