
Covid continues to affect many things in our world.  I remember back a year and a half ago someone asking the 
question, “Will this Covid-thing be more of a heavy snowfall, or a blizzard, or an ice age?”  Well, the reality it is 
we know now it not a storm or even a blizzard, so I will let you make the conclusion.  Many experts are saying 
Covid will always be with us.  This changes all our worlds.  This not necessarily good news, but at the same time it 
is not bad news either.  It is just the way of nature.  The world is continually changing, and evolving. Nevertheless, 
God is still the God of Creation and Lord of Salvation. 
 
However, the reality of Covid-19 not going away means that we (Peace Church) will need to continue to shift the 
way we live out our mission to: Share Christ, Serve Community, and Grow Disciples.  Currently, we are doing 
much of our ministry in a hybrid form.  By hybrid, I mean with both in-person and online options.  We have in-
person worship and on-line worship. We have a hybrid model for confirmation, Bible study, some meetings, 
Sunday school for children and youth. 
 
The tough question for us to answer is, “How will we be community online and in- person TOGETHER?”  It is a 
new way to think of community.  It is a shift of paradigms.  Prior to March 2020, our world always thought of 
community as the ability to see, talk with, and interact with those who come to any event.   
 
What does it mean “How will we be community online and in-person TOGETHER?  It might mean intentionally 
reaching out to friends, members and others through, social media, email, flock note and cards.  It might mean 
intentionally reaching out to those we have not connected with by phone.  It will mean needing to be intentional in 
our connecting with our neighbor. It will mean using social media as a connecting tool, an educational tool, an 
evangelism tool. This is the main reason the council is moving toward adding the part-time position of Social Media 
Ambassador. 
 
What will the future look like?  First, I will say we have a wealth of talent and passion at Peace to meet whatever 
lies ahead.  For example, when leadership challenged the congregation to come up with $2,500 to provide for a 
“Back to School Bash” for our partner school in Beavercreek, Parkwood; we hit it out of the park raising nearly 
$6,000.  We together, the body of Christ, at Peace can meet the challenge.  So please pray about this question: “how 
will we be community online and in person TOGETHER”.  Then email me with your ideas, or talk to me after 
worship!  Throughout it all I do know this, that God is the same yesterday, today and tomorrow!  
 
Peace, 
Pastor Steve 

 
Over the next few weeks, you will be introduced to the ministries that we want to start or enhance in 2022. As part of 
the Stewardship program, you will be asked to consider joining one of our vibrant missions and increasing your 
annual offering to make these missions a possibility. At worship the weekend of October 30-31, you will be invited to 
bring forth your commitment card, to be mailed in late October, as an act of worship.   
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SEPTEMBER: A new season in our gardens, in our congregations, in our wardrobes–a new 
season all around us. 

We have seasons in our lives as stewards of all that God entrusted to us, too. Think of it this way: 

We start. 

In the early season of our lives, we concentrate on figuring out how to handle our time and money 
without someone supervising every step. We give or serve when we feel we have a little to spare, 
which isn’t often. 

We struggle. 

We all have seasons when we must devote all that we have to keep the wolf from our door, no 
matter what form the wolf takes. Our stewardship in this season of our lives means taking care of 
ourselves and our families. Anything else has to wait for a kinder season. 

We are stable. 

In this calmer season of our lives as stewards, we form habits of regular giving and we start to 
plan for the future. We learn about insurance, living wills, and other ways of protecting ourselves, 
our incomes, and our assets. We make a generous Regular Offering every time we gather, and we 
sign up for simply giving automatically. 

We are secure. 

In this season of our lives, we are able not only to share our blessings more abundantly, but also 
to begin considering our legacy. Perhaps we have retired from full-time work and are enjoying 
having time to serve in leadership in our congregational unit or synodical board. What mark do 
we want to leave for future generations? Now is the time when we research estate planning and 
ways to include our church in those plans. 

We have enough and to spare. 

In this season of our lives as stewards, we rejoice in the abundant blessings God has entrusted to 
us–packed down and spilling over–and we rejoice in passing those blessings on. This is the 
season of our lives when we begin to act on those plans we have made, working with our 
financial advisors and families to ensure that our beloved community of women will continue to 
flourish for years to come. 

What season of your life as a wise steward are you in? How are you acting on God’s call to give 
and to serve in this season of your life? 

Let us pray. 

God of seedtime and harvest, equinox and solstice, you guide us through the seasons of our lives 
with tender care. Grant us grace to serve as grateful and generous stewards as all these seasons 
come and go in our lives. This we ask through your son, our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 

5 SEASONS IN OUR LIVES THAT REQUIRE PLANNING AND PRAYER 



Thanks so much for the many cards and messages from all of you, as I continue to 
recover from shoulder surgery. In a time when the world is predominately digital, it 
has been such a joy to watch my teens check for the mail each day to see who might 
have sent me a card. We appreciate all of your get well wishes and prayers. The last 
6 weeks have certainly been an adventure at our house. While I hope to be back to 
worship in the near future, my physical therapy and recovery will continue for 
months to come, so your continued prayers of healing and strength (and patience, 
which is not a gift that I possess) would be greatly appreciated. 
 

Thanks, 
Linda Lally 
 

Many thanks from Marie Kogler for all the birthday cards and wishes. She enjoyed 
them all. 
 

Helen and Jerry Haun thank everyone for the cards, thoughts, and prayers, since the passing of Helen’s mother, Rose 
Mary.  

 We are excited to get our Lunch Buddies up and running again!  Unfortunately, we need to postpone the start date 
and will be unable to begin in October.  We have been seeing an increase in COVID cases with our students.  For the 
safety of everyone, we will reschedule a start date for our Lunch Buddies when everything calms down.  
Thank you for everything!  We appreciate all you do to support Parkwood!  
 
 There is still time to sign up. The first lunch begins at 11:08 a.m. and the last lunch beginning at 11:57 ending at 
12:09. A new lunch period begins approximately every 2 minutes and each lunch is approximately 15 minutes long. 
Please let us know if you are interested in being a lunch but and what time you are available to eat lunch with 
children. Our  hope is that we will have lunch buddies present throughout the whole lunch time frame from 
11:08am – 12:09pm. Instead of assigning a child to a lunch buddy, the school will find children who need some 
positive attention and adult consistency who will join us for their lunch period. We found that in 2019-2020 that many 
of our volunteers liked to stay for more than a single 15 min lunch period getting to know several children who came 
and went while our volunteers ate lunch. Some volunteers came for 20 min other stayed for 40 min or more.  
 
 Again, the school district is asking that all volunteers fill out a Volunteer Release Form 
BCSVolunteerReleaseForm1.pdf (core-docs.s3.amazonaws.com) and go online to have a background screening done. Secure . 
Secure Volunteer | Get Started Now (bib.com)  (I believe if you did this in 2019 it might be good through fall of 2022). Once the online 
form is filled out and you are approved through their system you will receive a name tag in the mail (please wear this 
to school for our lunch buddy program). Beavercreek City Schools are also encouraging all of our lunch buddy 
volunteers to have fingerprints done through the school’s Board of Education office on Kemp Rd. This is done free of 
charge but you do need to call and schedule your fingerprint visit.  
 

Thanks so much, if you have any questions please feel free to talk to Pastor Carey or Lora Tobias. 
 
Please return this information to the office churchsecretary@peacebeavercreek.org 
 
 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
 
 
Name_________________________________________ Time preference___________________________ 
 
 
Best phone number_________________________ Best email _____________________________________ 

LUNCH BUDDY PROGRAM AT PARKWOOD ELEMENTARY 

MANY THANKS 

https://core-docs.s3.amazonaws.com/documents/asset/uploaded_file/1365278/BCSVolunteerReleaseForm1.pdf
https://bib.com/secureVolunteer/beavercreek-city-school-district/


Elementary Sunday Faith Formation and Blessing Bags. October 24, 2021 our elementary children will be assembling 
blessing bags from 9:30am – 10:15am. Parents are welcome to stay and help children with the assembly of the bags.  
 
So, what is a blessing bag? It is a few helpful items gathered into a ziploc bag that can be easily kept in a car and 
handed out to a person who looks to be in need of a blessing. Blessing bags (gallon zip-lock bags) include basic 
toiletries (toothbrush, toothpaste, floss, bar of soap, deodorant, travel shampoo), petroleum jelly, lip balm, non-
perishable snacks (fruit bars), tissues, quarters for laundry etc. If you are willing to donate any items for our blessing 
bag please bring them and place them in my office or bring them with you on Sunday October 24th as you come join us 
as we assemble bag. You will be invited to take home blessing bags and we will also offer them to the congregation to 
take as well. 
 

Donated items left over from these blessings bags will be used to make blessing bags with the youth and/or as a 
congregation service project on a later weekend during the year.  

Autumn is a beautiful time of the year when we are reminded that God’s green earth also turns brilliantly red, and 
orange, and yellow. It’s a time for us to reflect upon the bountiful gifts of creation. It’s also a time for families to come 
together and share in those gifts. I’d like to highlight several events that are coming up during which we can share the 
gifts of creation as God’s family.  
 
FALL HARVEST PARTY On Saturday, October 30 
after the 5:15pm service, 6:30 — 8:00 p.m. we have 
the Fall Harvest Party. This is a fun event for all ages. 
This year we will have food, dessert, games, a 
campfire and pumpkin carving. You do not need to 
bring anything but are highly encouraged to come 
dressed in your Halloween costume. Pumpkins will 
be available, but you are welcome to bring your own. 
All ages are invited to this event. The evening 
concludes with s’mores and a youth only time around 
the fire from 8 — 9 p.m. Please sign up on the “I 
worshiped Today” to ensure we have enough supplies 
and food for everyone. 
 
FALL FOOD PACK On October 16, our celebration of God’s gifts continues with the Fall Food Pack. We will again 
be packing for the Lesotho Nutrition Initiative which provides specially formulated meals that work to reverse 
malnutrition among the small African kingdom’s children. Youth, parents, and friends are welcome at this event which 
runs from 9:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. This is a great way to serve as a whole family in sharing our bounty with neighbors 
across the globe. Youth can even fulfill confirmation service hours by helping with this event. Please sing up on the “I 
worshiped Today” sheet to let us know you are interested in helping. 
 

We are searching for 3 or 4 people who can help with the Family Promise (formerly IHN) Used Furniture ministry. 
Our mission is to Serve Community by collecting gently used furniture and moving it into the homes of formerly 
homeless families in Greene County.  The time and effort needed depends on when people wish to donate used 
furniture and when Family Promise clients moving into new housing are ready to receive that furniture. Currently, our 
used furniture storage areas are full and we're in need of movers and pickup truck drivers to help us move some of it 
out.  If you can move furniture or drive a pickup truck to help, please let the church office know, speak with one of the 
pastors, or contact Doug Tryloff at 937-684-2806.  Thank you!  

BLESSING BAGS 

FALL YOUTH AND FAMILY ACTIVITIES 

VOLUNTEER NEEDED 



2022 ELCA Youth Gathering Registration Begins 

and 

We want you to join us in Minneapolis, MN   

 

Our youth are heading to Minneapolis in 2022 for the ELCA Youth Gathering, July 24-28th.  The 

gathering is the largest event in the Lutheran church with 30,000 plus attendees from around the 

world.  All youth who are entering 8th-12th grade this coming Fall are eligible to attend the 

Youth Gathering.  

 

Early Bird registration began in late September but don’t worry Early Bird registration goes until 

November 10, 2021. The early bird youth gathering cost is $350 for those who register early which 

is why we want you to get registered this fall. In addition to the 2022 ELCA Youth Gathering cost, 

our youth gathering team will also be planning and budgeting for food, hotel and transportation 

costs. They estimate, at this time, that the total cost per participant will be close to 1,100.  

 

Peace Lutheran is asking all youth participants to pay the $150 non-refundable deposit. We 

will have fundraising events throughout the year to help offset the gathering, food, hotel and 

transportation costs. Peace Lutheran is a very generous congregation which greatly values our 

youth participating in the life of the congregation and the greater church. Because of this, I am 

confident that the majority of the remaining cost will be offset through generous donations, 

fundraiser, and budgeted money. 

 

To get registered – see Pastor Carey or Jen Dean for a youth participant registration form. Turn this 

form into Pastor Carey or Jen Dean along with the non-refundable $150 deposit anytime from 

October 1, 2021 – November 10, 2021 to get the early bird registration fee. Those registering after 

November 10, you will need to turn in your registration form plus a $190 non-refundable deposit. 

Those registering after February 10, you will need to turn in your registration form plus a $240 non

-refundable deposit. You will not be able to register for the Youth Gathering after May 10, 2022. 

https://44hmv1lj.r.us-east-1.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Fwww.elca.org%2FYouthGathering%2FAbout%2FTheme/1/0100017b4a9ce037-9cac6eb0-37b1-458f-b740-a4f2d2b2b773-000000/KW1UNR_UWh6yyDNs9m06n0r9c7s=231


WORSHIP 

SCHEDULE 

In Sanctuary 

Saturday at 5:15 p.m. 

Sunday at 8:15 a.m. 

Sunday at 10:15 a.m. 

 

YOU TUBE CHANNEL 

PEACE LUTHERAN 
BEAVERCREEK 

https://
www.youtube.com/c/

PeaceLutheranBeaver-
creek  

Sunday at 11:00 a.m. 

Peace Lutheran Church 

3530 Dayton-Xenia Road 

Beavercreek, Ohio 45432 

www.peacebeavercreek.org 
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Church Office:  937-426-1441 

Website: www.peacebeavercreek.org 

Email: churchsecretary@peacebeavercreek.org 

Our Ministers: Every Member 

Senior Pastor:  Stephen Kimm 

Associate Pastor: Carey Hovland 

Parish Administrator Kevin Pyle 

Director of Music Linda Hill Lally 

Administrative Assistant: Mary Haller 

Custodian: Brad Saunders 

Wedding Coordinator:  Robin Jones  
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