
 “There is a massive difference between being familiar with something and understanding it.  
Having an acquaintance and building a deep friendship are radically different experiences.  Flying 
on a plane and being and aeronautical mechanic are not the same things! 
 
 In the same way, when it comes to the New Testament , 
many of us are familiar with it.  We have an “acquaintance” 
kind of relationship with this ancient collection of twenty-
seven books.  But the real questions is…. do we know and 
understand the New Testament.” 
 
 Quoted above is the introduction to a fantastic Bible 
study by well know scholar N.T. Wright and Michael F. 
Bird, both professors of New Testament.  This Bible study 
will be offered “on-line” on Wednesdays from 6:30-8:00 
p.m., starts September 15, taught by Pastor Steve.  There 
will be 8 sessions of this Bible study.  The cost of this class 
will be 10$ for a study guide.  Please sign up at the welcome 
center the next 3 Sundays.  You may pick up your guide for 
10$ at the welcome center at church.  Since this is a “online” 
course when you sign up we will need your email so an 
invitation to the course can be sent. 
 
 We will use a DVD to start our time together where N.T. 
Wright and Michael Bird will lead us through the landscape 
of the Middle East as they open the New Testament to our 
understanding.  Following, time will be spent to discussing 
the topics at hand.  
 
Here is a link to a quick video about the book: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l9Mv2YDPYZg 

 
 
If you would like to sign up for the class, please click here to go to the sign up. 

Peace Lutheran Church, August 2021 

The Compass of Peace 

ONLINE BIBLE STUDY 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l9Mv2YDPYZg
https://peacelutheran1.flocknote.com/signup/66375


ADULT FAITH FORMATION 
 

Grace — More than We Deserve,  
Greater Than We Imagine by Max Lucado 

 
Class starts Sunday, September 12 at 9:30 a.m. 

 
 
 

CHILDREN’S FAITH FORMATION 
 
 Sunday Faith Formation will begin September 19, 2021 from 9:30am-10:15am with in-person and 
a virtual option. We will gather children PreSchool-5th grade in room 10/12. This year we have 
several adults who have agreed to help lead Sunday Faith Formation, Jen Dean, Sue Hedlund, 
Jeremiah Mtui, Bob Ritzi, Kimberly Sams, Charlie Smith, and Michael Weaks. We will begin this 
year’s faith formation with the New Spark House Sunday School curriculum – Neighbor. This is a 6 
week curriculum with a craft and service projects built in. On 10/3/21 we will be painting rocks, one 
to keep one to give to our neighbor. On 10/24/21 we will be putting together blessing bags for the 
children and congregation to take home and give to their neighbors who may need a blessing. We will 
do a special Reformation Sunday Faith Formation class at the end of October. We are in the process 
of equipping room 10/12 to have a live online GoToMeeting feed during this faith formation time so 
that children at home can join in on our weekly Faith Formation. The link to get online is https://
global.gotomeeting.com/join/702960901.  
 

 Be watching FlockNote for a reminder to this link on September 19, 2021. Please note as we see 
how in person and online are working we will adjust the Faith Formation class as needed. We will 
also be re-evaluating our Curriculum Choice in October for the remainder of the year.  
 

YOUTH FAITH FORMATION 
 

 Sunday Faith Formation will begin September 19, 2021 from 9:30am-10:15am with in-person and 
a virtual option. We will gather children PreSchool-5th grade in room 10/12. This year we have 
several adults who have agreed to help lead Sunday Faith Formation, Jen Dean, Sue Hedlund, 
Jeremiah Mtui, Bob Ritzi, Kimberly Sams, Charlie Smith, and Michael Weaks. We will begin this 
year’s faith formation with the New Spark House Sunday School curriculum – Neighbor. This is a 6 
week curriculum with a craft and service projects built in. On 10/3/21 we will be painting rocks, one 
to keep one to give to our neighbor. On 10/24/21 we will be putting together blessing bags for the 
children and congregation to take home and give to their neighbors who may need a blessing. We will 
do a special Reformation Sunday Faith Formation class at the end of October. We are in the process 
of equipping room 10/12 to have a live online GoToMeeting feed during this faith formation time so 
that children at home can join in on our weekly Faith Formation. The link to get online is https://
global.gotomeeting.com/join/702960901.  

 Be watching FlockNote for a reminder to this link on September 19, 2021. Please note as we see 
how in person and online are working we will adjust the Faith Formation class as needed. We will 
also be re-evaluating our Curriculum Choice in October for the remainder of the year.  

SUNDAY FAITH FORMATION 

https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/702960901
https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/702960901
https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/702960901.
https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/702960901.


Come hang out at church with friends and enjoy some food and fun at the 
Youth Fall Kickoff on Sunday, September 5, from 5 — 8 p.m.  
 
Having fun playing games... We will have yard games like corn hole and 
giant jenga as well as our own gaga pit.  
 
Enjoy time around the campfire...We will have a fire going in order to cook 
hotdogs and roast marshmallows but also to enjoy time together. 
 
Share together in faith...We will have a brief devotional as we look forward 
together to an amazing year.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Confirmation begin on Sunday September 12 at 3:00 p.m. virtually and Wednesday September 15 at 

6:30 p.m. in person and virtually. If interested please see Pastor Carey to receive an online/paper 

confirmation registration form.  Confirmation generally begins in 6th grade but students of many 

grade levels are welcome. The program consists of 40 lessons covering Luther's Small Catechism, 

Lutheran Theology, the Old Testament, and the New Testament. We also have expectations for 

Worship Leadership, Worship Reflections, Faith Formation, Fellowship, and Service.  Here is the link 

for the virtual meetings: https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/458102237  

 

 

 

CONFIRMATION 

YOUTH KICK OFF—SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 5 

https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/458102237


Learn more about the Gathering 

September 4, 2021 at 6:30pm in Holy Ground  

or  

September 5, 2021 at 11:30am in Holy Grounds 

 Our youth are heading to Minneapolis in 2022 for the ELCA Youth Gathering, July 24-28th. 

The gathering is the largest event in the Lutheran church with 30,000 plus attendees from around 

the world. All youth who are entering 8th-12th grade this coming Fall are eligible to attend the 

Youth Gathering.  

 At the Youth Gathering, participants spend their time in amazing ways. One day is spent in 

service to the people and city of Minneapolis through service learning projects that range from 

environmentalism, to literacy, to hunger, to health. One day is spent with the Southern Ohio 

Synod and the nearly 1,000 youth and adults who will attend from our region as we worship and 

grow together. One day is spent in exploration of the Interactive Center—hundreds of thousands 

of square feet worth of activities in sports, advocacy, gaming, multiculturalism, service, and the 

arts. Each day follows one of these themes: Boundless Love, Boundless Creation, Boundless 

Forgiveness, Boundless Invitation, Boundless Promise. Every day is centered on Paul’s words in 

Ephesians 3:14-21 (CEV), “I want you to know all about Christ’s love, although it is too 

wonderful to be measured. Then your lives will be filled with all that God is.” The Youth 

Gathering is a powerful experience. It is not unusual for a youth to return from the gathering truly 

changed and committed to faith at an entirely new level. 

 Every evening of the Youth Gather ing is spent in the superdome as popular bands and 

world-renowned speakers guide all participants together into greater understanding of God’s love.  



 I have been in conversation with Principle Bamford and Lora Tobias and everyone is very excited to get back to 

our Lunch Buddy program this year. Please let Pastor Carey or the church office know if you are interested in being a 

lunch buddy this year 2021-2022.  

 Lunch Buddies will be on Thursday this year with our first Lunch Buddy Program beginning on Thursday, 

September 30, 2021. The fir st lunch begins at 11:08 a.m. and the last lunch beginning at 11:57 ending at 12:09. 

A new lunch period begins approximately every 2 minutes and each lunch is approximately 15 minutes long. Please 

let us know if you are interested in being a lunch but and what time you are available to eat lunch with 

children. Our  hope is that we will have lunch buddies present throughout the whole lunch time frame from 

11:08am – 12:09pm. Instead of assigning a child to a lunch buddy, the school will find children who need some 

positive attention and adult consistency who will join us for their lunch period. We found that in 2019-2020 that many 

of our volunteers liked to stay for more than a single 15 min lunch period getting to know several children who came 

and went while our volunteers ate lunch. Some volunteers came for 20 min other stayed for 40 min or more.  

 Due to COVID masks will be required in the elementary school when you are not actively eating lunch, so please 

be prepared with a Mask each week as you enter the building. We encourage all volunteers to have the COVID 

vaccine as none of the elementary school children are yet old enough to be vaccinated.  

 Again, the school district is asking that all volunteers fill out a Volunteer Release Form 

BCSVolunteerReleaseForm1.pdf (core-docs.s3.amazonaws.com) and go online to have a background screening done. Secure 

Volunteer | Get Started Now (bib.com). (I believe if you did this in 2019 it might be good through fall of 2022). Once the online 

form is filled out and you are approved through their system you will receive a name tag in the mail (please wear this 

to school for our lunch buddy program). Beavercreek City Schools are also encouraging all of our lunch buddy 

volunteers to have fingerprints done through the school’s Board of Education office on Kemp Rd. This is done free of 

charge but you do need to call and schedule your fingerprint visit.  

 

Thanks so much, if you have any questions please feel free to talk to Pastor Carey or Lora Tobias. 

 

Please return this information to the office churchsecretary@peacebeavercreek.org 

 

Name____________________________________ 

 

Time preference___________________________ 

 

Best phone number_________________________ 

 

Best email _______________________________ 

LUNCH BUDDY PROGRAM AT PARKWOOD ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 

core-docs.s3.amazonaws.com
bib.com


The room was silent for a long time before the first council member spoke up. “No one here 
seems to be getting along anymore. There’s so much gossip. Something needs to change.” 
There were many pauses that evening as church council members took turns digging deep 
and sharing openly. 

 Rather than continuing a long, familiar pattern of avoiding challenging dynamics, these council 
members did the opposite. They bravely stepped closer to the roots of the challenges they were 
experiencing, hoping that it would lead to systemic transformation and renewed vitality in their 
congregation. 
 

 Part of my job is to accompany congregations through challenges. This work has taught me that 
healthy transformation is often a result of people deciding to embrace tension rather than avoid it. 
Tension describes the mental and emotional state of being stretched. We encounter it in big ways and 
small ways every day. 
 

 Imagine you and your teammates have been working remotely for a year and a half. Some people 
are ready to return to being in the office together every day. Others would prefer to work from home 
indefinitely. The topic of working patterns comes up at a staff meeting, and it’s clear there is no easy 
solution. That’s tension. 
 

 Or imagine your extended family gets together for a 
summer vacation. All seems to be well until suddenly no one 
can agree on what to do or eat. One person yells and slams a 
door. The kids start crying. An aunt threatens to go home early. 
A cousin starts blaring the volume on the television. That’s 
tension. 
 

 Or imagine your congregational leadership is figuring out 
whether to require masks during Sunday school. Opinions 
around the table are many and varied. With a lack of consensus, 
no one knows what to do next. That’s tension. 
 

 In my professional life, I’ve witnessed how tension can act as a transformational force in faith 
communities where people decide to respond to it as an opportunity rather than a hindrance. This new 
awareness has had a significant impact on my personal life and how I show up for friends and family. 
 

 I used to think the best way to deal with a challenging situation was to figure out how to cheer up 
the people involved. If I walked into a room and sensed that people were uneasy for any reason, I’d 
immediately shift into “fix it” mode and try to make them smile with small talk and kind gestures. 
 

 But even with the best of intentions, my cheerful efforts weren’t all that helpful. By avoiding 
uncomfortable feelings in myself and others, I disrupted natural patterns of evolution, growth and 
change. 
 

 I’m learning there’s another way: embracing a spirituality of tension. This framework is 
constructed on the idea that God is at work inside of disequilibrium – ever-extending us the wisdom, 
grace and courage to go deeper. Tension can serve as a kind of fuel that leads to transformation in 
households, congregations and communities. 
 
 To make good use of this type of fuel, we need to have the right tools that help us convert this 
fuel into transformation instead of toxicity. 

THE SPIRITUALITY OF TENSION—BY EMILY CARSON 



Tool 1: Release expectations. 
 I have a younger brother named Josh. His life philosophy has been to release all expectations for 
many years because expectations are a recipe for disappointment. I used to resist his guidance on 
this. It felt so natural to me to have a boatload of hopes and expectations in all areas of life. But 
sometimes, little brothers are right, and in this case, Josh is onto something. 
 

 Whether we’re dealing with something at work or home, the more attached we are to a particular 
outcome, the harder it will be to let the tension serve in an authentically transformational way. When 
we can instead allow God to work in and through the disequilibrium, we will likely encounter 
solutions we hadn’t even imagined. As we release control, new possibilities unfurl. Removing 
expectations is part of releasing control. 
 

Tool 2: Prioritize silence and spiritual practice. 
 When we find ourselves in uneasy dynamics, many tend to fill up the space with noise. It can be 
useful to get comfortable with silence in the process of welcoming tension. 
 

 It’s in the quiet that God can sometimes speak most clearly and loudly. In addition to making 
silence a priority, engaging in consistent spiritual practice is essential individually and in groups. 
Whether we’re Dwelling in the Word, Lectio Divina or singing a hymn or studying a poem, or going 
for a meditative walk, spiritual practices deepen our connectedness to the movement of the Holy 
Spirit. When we sense God’s nearness and active participation in the details of life, we are even 
more equipped to make the most out of tension. 
 

Tool 3: Practice grace with yourself and others. 
 Most of us didn’t grow up in family systems or congregations that embraced tension. Instead, 
many of us witnessed the opposite: conflict avoidance and passive-aggressiveness. Engaging in 
tension is like learning a new language; it takes time and practice, and a lot of grace. 
 You’ll likely say and do things that you later reconsider and wish you could approach differently 
on this path. Other people will, too. Extend yourself a fair measure of compassion and grace. Direct 
it to others as well. The most toxic aspects of tension frequently arise from the defensiveness that 
comes up when we feel attacked. Grace is a useful antidote to keep handy whenever tensions arise. 
 

Conclusion 
 Life is not perpetual sunshine. That’s normal. In our congregations and families and workplaces, 
tensions will arise – guaranteed. When they do, we can be on the lookout for the presence of God; 
we can trust that the Holy Spirit is near. 
 

 With intentionality and practice, we can learn to embrace the gifts of tension, knowing that it 
often paves the way for meaningful transformation. 
 

Discussion questions: 
1. When have you recently experienced tension? How did it feel in your body and brain? 
2. When have you experienced transformational tension? When have you experienced toxic tension? 
3. As you think about the three tools highlighted in this article, which one might you practice in the 
near future? Why? 
 

Closing prayer: 
 Compassionate Creator, you are in all the details of life. When we experience tension, grant us 
courage and wisdom to step closer. You use what’s hard to breathe new life and transformation into 

existence. Help us to trust you with conflict, challenge and tension so that all of life might become 
an opportunity to experience your grace. Amen. 

THE SPIRITUALITY OF TENSION—BY EMILY CARSON 



Interfaith Hospitality Network (IHN) is changing their name to Family Promise of Greene County. 

They will still serve Schneider House of Hope.  

 

Planned Fund raisers  

 

 

Empty Bowl Hillside Chapel,  

Thursday October 14, 2021,  

5pm to 8pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Got Chocolate 5k/10k  

Xenia Station,  

Sunday November 6, 2021, 2 
p.m. 

INTERFAITH HOSPITALITY NETWORK (IHN)  



The explosion on August 4, 2020, in Beirut killed more than 200 people and changed thousands of lives forever. In 

partnership with our caring donors, the US Agency for International Development and our committed staff and 

partners on the ground, here are some ways we've helped families to find their way to a new normal, even as questions 

about the blast remain.  

Photo by Matt Hackworth 

Khayrallah Warde, 40, was on his way home from looking 

for work in Tripoli when he heard about the blast. His three 

children were at home in the family's two-room flat, and 

told him the doors blew in off their hinges. Unemployed, he 

says he cannot afford to fix the doors to his family's home. 

 

Photo by Matt Hackworth 

 

The Aug. 4 explosion closed Beirut's port, prompting concerns about 

food imports and the ability for Lebanese people to have a sustainable 

source of food. Your love quickly set up food distributions, like this 

one near Mohammad Al-Amin Mosque, with a special emphasis on 

serving those who were shut in by COVID and other concerns.  

 

Photo by Joao Souza 

Haitham Ahmad Fahs was preparing to fish for dinner when he 

heard the boom of the explosion. He returned to his home to find 

the windows blown out, doors blown out of the walls and 

significant electrical damage. "It's worse than the war," he said. 

"In the war, at least we were safe in our homes." With US 

government support, we have been able to help families to return 

home by providing repairs to doors, windows and other blast 

damage. "I'm grateful," Fahs said. "This will help me mentally 

recover."  

Photo by Joao Souza 

 

In all, we were able to help nearly 2,000 families to repair their homes 

and return. Camille Cababe was forced to stay with friends for three 

months until Lutheran World Relief helped her to make repairs. 

"Without you, I have no idea how we would have done it," she said. 

"Being back home helps me to deal with life better and the chaos 

around me." 

BEIRUT: ONE YEAR AFTER THE BLAST—BY MATT HACKWORTH 



Photo by Joao Souza 
 
Mainstay family appliances were also damaged in the blast, and it 
couldn't have come at a worse time. With banks shuttered and 
Lebanon's currency plummeting, many families were forced to 
consider the prospect of returning to homes with broken 
refrigerators, stoves and ovens. Rajaa Shehab's stove only had one 
working burner, until our appliance replacement project was able to 
help the family to replace it. In all, more than 200 families received 
replacement appliances that allowed them to return home. 
 
 
Photo by Matt Mackworth 

 
 
 

While more than 300,000 Beirut residents were forced from 
home by the blast, the explosion shuttered businesses, too. 
Lutheran World Relief joined the Georges N. Frem 
Foundation (GNFF) to help small and micro-enterprise 
businesses to make repairs that otherwise would keep their 
doors locked – if any doors remained at all. We helped nearly 
100 small family businesses to secure replacement equipment 
and repairs necessary to reopen, such as replacing the front 
windows on Joseph Daou's cosmetics store. "There's no way I 
could have afforded to re-open," Daou said. 
 

Photo by Joao Souza 
 
 
Two trailers full of quilts and kits were originally reported as 
being destroyed in the blast, while waiting for customs clearance. 
However, in the days following the blast our shipping partners 
were able to determine the trailers had survived, parked behind a 
sturdy concrete building. Though the containers were twisted, the 
cargo was still intact, and the items were recovered and distributed 
to Palestinian and Syrian refugees, who were grateful for the 
outpouring of love from dedicated quilters and kit makers 
 
 
Photo by Joao Souza 

 
 
 
 
Beirut's port grain silos quickly became an icon for the 
disaster, representing the country's challenges in 
governing, economics and insecurity. Yet we continue to 
see bright spots in Beirut and in Lebanon, a critical 
component of a more stable and prosperous Middle East 
region. Our commitment to Lebanon's people remains, 
addressing challenges by working with like-minded 
individuals and organizations who are hopeful for 
brighter days ahead. 

BEIRUT: ONE YEAR AFTER THE BLAST—BY MATT HACKWORTH 



 

 

Women’s outdoor gathering sponsored 

by the Dayton Conference, Women of the ELCA 

September 18, 2021 

Time: 2 p.m. — 4 p.m. 

Where: Irelan Park Shelter 

4532 Marshall & E David Rd 

Kettering, OH 

Parking available at the child care center 

Sweet honey refreshments (individually wrapped)  

Good fellowship  

Theme based on the Beeattitudes (Matthew 5:3-12) 

Door prizes 

Let’s get to beeing 

Together again 

 

 

We will be following the CDC recommended COVID guidelines.  Picnic tables 

provided, but encourage you to bring your lawn chair if 
able.   

Questions call 937 546 2024. If needed cancellation will be 

e-mailed on Friday, Sept 17. 

WELCA DAYTON CONFERENCE 

This Photo by Unknown Author is li-
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WORSHIP 

SCHEDULE 

In Sanctuary 

Saturday at 5:15 p.m. 

Sunday at 8:15 a.m. 

Sunday at 10:15 a.m. 

 

YOU TUBE CHANNEL 

PEACE LUTHERAN 
BEAVERCREEK 

https://
www.youtube.com/c/

PeaceLutheranBeaver-
creek  

Sunday at 11:00 a.m. 

Peace Lutheran Church 

3530 Dayton-Xenia Road 

Beavercreek, Ohio 45432 

www.peacebeavercreek.org 

                   RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

 

 

Church Office:  937-426-1441 

Website: www.peacebeavercreek.org 

Email: churchsecretary@peacebeavercreek.org 

Our Ministers: Every Member 

Senior Pastor:  Stephen Kimm 

Associate Pastor: Carey Hovland 

Parish Administrator Kevin Pyle 

Director of Music Linda Hill Lally 

Administrative Assistant: Mary Haller 

Custodian: Brad Saunders 

Wedding Coordinator:  Robin Jones  

https://www.youtube.com/c/PeaceLutheranBeavercreek
https://www.youtube.com/c/PeaceLutheranBeavercreek
https://www.youtube.com/c/PeaceLutheranBeavercreek
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