
It is a new year with new opportunities. This year we continue to look for a person to fill the 
role of Parish Administrator. In the Interim, back in November, our church leaders met to 
divide up the tasks provided by the Parish Administrator. I share the following for the sake 
of clarity and to inform everyone how things will proceed.  
 
At its January meeting, the council will act to make Curtis Shiner the “financial secretary 
assistant” for membership records. Curtis is coming in on Mondays to reconcile and post 
offerings to individual’s accounts. If you have questions about your giving records direct 
your questions to Curtis and/or Mark Tessner, Financial Secretary through the following 
email parishadminstrator@peacebeavercreek.org either Curtis or, Mark will work to answer 
your inquiries. Both Mark and Curtis will also be working to provide you your year end and 
quarterly giving statements.  
 
Many of the other tasks of the Parish Administrator tasks have been shifted to others on the 
staff and a few of the mentioned volunteers. Briefly, Pastor Carey has taken on all 
background checks for our Safe Sanctuary Policy. I have taken on all Personnel records, 
handbook, constitutional and other responsibilities as well as being the staff liaison to the 
property board. Mary has taken on a number of in-house tasks the admin used to do. Mark 
Tessner has taken on some of the remaining tasks. Some property issues that Kevin handled, 
such as the rent of the parsonage, will be handled by Dale Krohn, property chair. All staff 
know they need to be better about filing purchase with appropriate paperwork, which Kevin 
often would take care of. We are all pulling together in the absence of this staff position. 
 
In the past, we have been blessed to have wonderful people fill the role of Parish 
Administrator and thus have been the recipients of immediate answers to our questions. 
Please understand in the interim, answers might come slower. Your patience and 
understanding is appreciated. 
 
Blessings for a wonderful new year!  
 
Pastor Steve  
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In 2019, we did a series called “Lessons from the Wilderness” as we prepared for a building 
campaign and all the changes that were going to happen, unbeknownst that a pandemic lay 
in our future. A year later, we did the same preaching series and looked at how the Pandemic 
had changed our lives. In that series the main theme was we have left the shores of “the way 
it is” and were moving to foreign chores of “the new normal.” In that series Pastor Carey 
and I, presented that “new normal” will take a number of years to figure out. The farther we 
move away from “the river of change known as Covid,” the more we will understand that 
new normal. 
 

I participated in a conference of the largest ELCA churches, below is information taken 
from that conference. Some of these churches worshipped up to 20,000, pre-Covid. The 
senior pastors were asked to participate in a poll to find out where we are compared to 
others. This poll is a wonderful way to begin to investigate “the new normal.” Pictured 
below are the results to the question, “How is your in-person worship attendance numbers 
now (Nov.) compared to pre-Covid?” In the on–line conversation held by the same group it 
was revealed that many of the participants in section “D. 66-100%” were in the 66%-75% 
range.  
 
 
 
So anticipating your question; “where does 
Peace, Beavercreek fall in this sample?”  
 
I will tell you that we are roughly at 73%.  
 
 

 
It is hard to understand the new normal without looking around at statistics like this. And 
from what I can tell this is true of all of Christendom, not just the ELCA. Now notice this is 
a sample of in-person worship. These numbers do not take into effect all of those who 
worship online. As we track those numbers, it is fascinating that the ELCA asks us to record 
those numbers this way: after worship posts, to wait one week gather the number an 
multiply by 2. This takes into effect the large families and the single people participating in 
worship. It’s fascinating that the number grows throughout the week. Which means people 
participate in worship when they have the time, during the week or even after. This too will 
be a part of the “new normal.” 
 

Here at Peace, with our on-line worship numbers added to the in-person ones we are in a 
similar place as we were pre-Covid 2019. 
 

To conclude, we are still figuring out “the new normal” and as we do, one thing that will 
need to factor in is: online worship is here to stay. We will need to figure out new ways to 
connect with that audience. Please know I am open to any suggestions in how to do that. If 
you have a passion to help us figure this out, please let me know.  
 

Peace, Pastor Steve  

THE NEW NORMAL 



January 1, 2023 
After 10:00am worship service 

Following worship our youth will be traveling around the 
community distributing all the donated hats, scarves, and gloves to 
local shelters, Feed the Creek Little Pantries, and Little Libraries to 
help keep those in need warm during the long, cold, winter. 
Join us as work to serve our community on New Year’s Day.  
 
 

Our youth are heading to Charleston, WV on a Mission Trip from July 5-8, 2023. They will 
be serving the community through work at a local food pantry, clothing distribution center, 
soup kitchen, assisting with simple home repair projects or helping to facilitate youth 
programming in the community. We are excited about this mission project as we serve 
beside other youth from around the country making a positive impact on the city of 
Charleston. Not only that be we will also have an opportunity to participate in worship, bible 
study and small group devotions. The trip will cost roughly $450.00 person which includes 
meals, lodging, transportation, and service project materials. This is a great opportunity for 
our youth to grow in faith as they serve those in need.   

The Peace Youth Board is sponsoring a Silent Auction in support of our youth going on this 
summer's mission trip. If you would like to donate auction items, please email Stephanie 
Smith at stephmsmith1@yahoo.com and drop off donated items in the office by January 13, 
2023.  
  
The Silent Auction will begin January 21, 2023 and will conclude at 12:00 p.m. on January 
29, 2021. You can expect to see pampered chef, 31 bags, and so much more.  
  
So come and bid on some great baskets and don’t forget, the money is supporting our   
youth as they head to Charleston, WV this summer on a mission trip! Thank you for 
support.  

YOUTH COMMUNITY SERVICE PROJECT  

SILENT AUCTION 
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To All the Volunteers 
We want to take a moment to thank all of the various volunteers who have helped us to Share 
Christ, Serve Community, and Grow Disciples this past year. Thank you to those who have 
volunteered their services as readers, communion assistants, assisting ministers, AV support, 
ushers, and altar guild. We also want to thank all of the musicians who have shared their gifts 
of music in worship this past year; praise team members, instrumentalists, vocalists, hand 
bell ringers and choir members. We want to thank all of the volunteers who give of their time 
and energy to help educate our children and youth through Faith Formation, Confirmation, 
and Youth Programing. Thank you to those who have baked cookies, cooked dinners, 
organized receptions and helped to foster a sense of fellowship this past year. We also want to 
thank all of our volunteers who help to maintain and beautify our property and grounds and 
those who have helped behind the scenes helping to prepare weekly bulletins and mailing 
throughout the year. Many thanks to those who serve in a governance role within our 
congregation to help lead us.  

 

From the Staff 
The staff would like to say “thank you” to all of those who have been praying for us this year 
as we continue to navigate how to be church together. We would also like to say “thank you” 
to everyone for all of the cards, treats, and well wishes this holiday season. May you all have 
a blessed new year.  

MANY THANKS 



Winter Retreats and Summer Camp are not just a week or weekend of fun, they 
are faith forming experiences for our children and youth that last a lifetime. 
Bishop Eaton, ELCA Presiding Bishop, says “Our Lutheran Outdoor Ministries 
provide places to engage people of all ages with the beauty of God’s creation 
and programs that enrich faith formation.  These camping and retreat 
opportunities allow space and time for deeper reflection on relationships and 
promote unique leadership skills in young adults.  Our church camps and retreat 
centers are a gift to the ministry of the ELCA and vitally important in the 
development of faith and care for creation.”  
 

Often when we think of camp with Lutheran Outdoor Ministries in Ohio 
(LOMO), we think FUN, SWIMMING, GAMES, SPORTS, NATURE 
HIKES, CREEK STOMPING, CA MP FIRES but camp is so much more 
than just fun activities. At camp, our children and youth get to unplug, 
not just from their electronic devices but also from the pressure of busy 
schedules, peer pressure, the perceived judgment from friends and family. 

They have the opportunity to try new things and consider new possibilities 
for their life and faith. They get to experience how we live together as a 
faith filled community as they meet new friends. They have the opportunity 
to increase the number of positive adult role models in their lives as they 
interact with counselors, support staff, and adult volunteers. They also are 
learning some responsibility and independence as they spend a week away 
from parents under the watchful eyes of camp staff. They will be challenged 

to try new things and think deeper about their faith they are also building 
character as well as confidence. Our children and youth also have the chance 
to encounter Jesus and learn what it means to be a disciples as they practice 
the faith discipline of individual morning devotions, prayer at meals, evening 
group devotions. They will also participate in daily Bible Discovery and 
Chapel, as well as learn how it is that our faith permeates our daily lives and 
informs our friendships, fun, and fellowship.   

 

Camp is not just about the fun. Jacob Sorenson in his these "A Theological 
Playground: Christian Summer Camp in Theological Perspective" says “The 
camp experience does not function on its own but rather as part of a complex web 
of meaning making in the life of each individual participant. Christian camps are 
a place set apart to facilitate relational encounters between the self, the other, and 
God. Camps are considered places of ministry and deep theological reflection 
where participants are free to explore their beliefs in the safety of a nurturing Christian 
community and are awakened to a hyper-awareness of God’s activity in the world.” 

 

He also found that one benefit of Christian Camping is that those who attended 
religious summer camps as children or youth are over three times more likely to 
remain active in their faith communities five years later than those who did not 
attend a summer camp (Sorenson, Jacob. "The summer camp experience and 
faith formation of emerging adults." Journal of Youth Ministry, 2014)  
 

COME CAMPING WITH PEACE 



 
 

Confirmation Camp (anyone who is in confirmation regardless of grade) 
February 10-12, 2023 at Lutheran Memorial Camp 

 
 Registration open now! Deadline – January 20, 2023 
 Cost $120 
 Confirmation youth are able to receive multiple faith formation credit, worship 

leadership credit, fellowship credit, and worship reflections will be accepted 
from the weekend.  

 
Fun in Faith (2-5th graders)  

February 17-18, 2023 at Lutheran Memorial Camp 
 

 Registration open now! Deadline – January 27, 2023 
 Cost $88 
  

I am looking for male and female adult leaders (cost free) who are willing to drive youth to 
camp and participate in the weekend.  
 

Summer Camp (K-12th graders) with Pastor Carey  
June 25- June 30, 2023 at Lutheran Memorial Camp 

 
 Registration open now! 
 Cost  $475 full week  
   (mini weeks and western riding please see LOMO website for price) 
 

Parents are responsible for drop off and pick up of children. 
Confirmation youth are able to receive 5 faith formation credits, worship leadership 
credit, and 5 worship reflections will be accepted from the weekend.  

 
Please register online at https://www.lomocamps.org/ and click on the red registration button. 
Once you are registered please email Pastor Carey at pastorcarey@peacebeavercreek.org to 
let her know you will be going.  
 
 

 

https://www.lomocamps.org/
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Interest free loans for Ohio Lutheran students attending  
a 4-yr undergraduate program 

 
Application forms will become available online on April 15th of each year, with a deadline 
for complete application submission of June 30th. Applications collected during this time 
period will be for loans for the upcoming school year (beginning August or September). 
Please note that borrowers must apply each year to continue to receive their Pierstorf Loan. 
 
Eligibility 
 
The applicant and/or one parent or guardian must be active members of a Lutheran church in 
Ohio. The applicant must be enrolled full time in a four-year undergraduate program at an 
accredited college or university. Loans are available for only four years of an undergraduate 
program; they are not available for graduate school students. Seniors in high school are 
encouraged to apply before their graduation using first semester senior year transcripts. All 
applicants will need to have their pastor complete a pastor endorsement form.  
 
Loan Approval and Repayment Process 
 
The Pierstorf Memorial Fund Loan Committee reviews each application, considering the 
student's academic record, church participation, college costs, and other pertinent 
information. When your first loan is approved, the student and parent(s) meet with the 
committee to discuss the loan and repayment plan, and to sign the promissory note. Future 
loans for subsequent college years do not require an in-person meeting, but you must apply 
each year. The distribution is made payable to the student and their college or university. One 
half of the loan amount is distributed in August and the other half in December.  
 
After graduation, the student is expected to fully repay the loan within five years. These 60 
even monthly payments begin six months after graduation or when the student ceases to be 
enrolled in college. Regardless, payment must begin five years after the first loan is granted. 
The maximum loan is $3,000 per year. The entire period of the lending years and repayment 
years are interest-free as long as the payments are made on time. Late payments will trigger 
the addition of an interest-rate to the loan.   
 
The Pierstorf College Fund is a one-of-a-kind pan Lutheran financial aid program that 
provides interest-free loans to all Lutherans pursuing a higher education who live in the State 
of Ohio. Founded in 1994, Pierstorf College Fund has awarded Lutheran students over $12 
million, allowing them to worry less about tuition and focus more on their goals.  
 
 

Application deadline is June 30. 
Apply now at pierstorf.org 
Questions? Scan the QR code or  
email pierstorf@messiahfp.org  

PIERSTORF COLLEGE FUND  

pierstorf.org
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WORSHIP 

SCHEDULE 

In Sanctuary 

Saturday at 5:15 p.m. 

Sunday at 8:15 a.m. 

Sunday at 10:30 a.m. 

 

YOU TUBE CHANNEL 

PEACE LUTHERAN 
BEAVERCREEK 

https://
www.youtube.com/c/

PeaceLutheranBeaver-
creek  

Sunday at 11:45 a.m. 

Peace Lutheran Church 

3530 Dayton-Xenia Road 

Beavercreek, Ohio 45432 

www.peacebeavercreek.org 

                   RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

 

 

Church Office:  937-426-1441 

Website: www.peacebeavercreek.org 

Email: churchsecretary@peacebeavercreek.org 

Our Ministers: Every Member 

Senior Pastor:  Stephen Kimm 

Associate Pastor: Carey Hovland 

Director of Music Linda Hill Lally 

Administrative Assistant: Mary Haller 

Custodian: Brad Saunders 
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